chapter two

Introduction to the prophecies of Daniel 

1. The book of Daniel contains the prophetic outline of world history, particularly as it relates to the nation Israel.

2. It provides information for the entire period of time from the Babylonian Empire until the Second Advent and the establishment of the millennial kingdom. 

3. Due to the mystery nature of the church age, the book does not provide information about that that historical era. 1 Peter 1:10-12 

4. It does include details from the age of Israel including: 

a. The presentation of the Lord as Israel’s messiah.

b. The persecution of the nation by the Seleucids. 

c. The persecution of the nation by the Roman Empire. 

d. The establishment of the millennial kingdom the last days. 

5. Chapter two provides a prophetic overview of the time of Gentile domination over Israel, which Christ called the times of the Gentiles.  Luke 21:20-24

6. The times of the Gentiles refers to the historical period of time during which Israel was without a monarchy. 

7. This begins with the Babylonian captivity and continues until the Second Advent. 

8. The times of the Gentiles is the time that different groups dominated the land of Israel, both while the Jews were in the land under the fourth cycle of discipline, and while the Jews were out of the land under the fifth cycle of discipline.

9. Since the Jews are not in total charge of the territory God has given them, and because they are not presently free from outside interference, this time extends through the church age into Daniel’s 70th week.

10. Gentile nations that dominated Israel include:

a. BABYLON (596 B.C. to 536 B.C.).

b. PERSIA (536 B.C. to 320 B.C.).

c. EGYPTIAN PTOLEMIES AND SYRIAN SELEUCIDS  (320 B.C. to 168 B.C.).

d. HASMONEANS (167 B.C. to 63 B.C.).

e. ROMANS (63 B.C. to 395 A.D.).

f. THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE (395 A.D. to 614 A.D.).

g. THE PERSIAN KING CHOSROES (KHOSRAN) II LAID WASTE TO JERUSALEM IN 619 A.D.

h. EMPEROR HERACLIUS RECONQUERED THE CITY AND RULED UNTIL 638 A.D.

i. ARAB RULE (638 A.D. to 969 A.D.).  THIS IS THE RULE OF THE CRESCENT OF ISLAM.  THE DOME OF THE ROCK WAS BUILT ON THE TEMPLE MOUNT IN 687 A.D. (Prior to that time the site was a refuse dump for 600 years.)

j. FATIMIT CALIPHS OF EGYPT (969 A.D. to 1077 A.D.).

k. TURKS (1077 A.D. to 1099 A.D.).

l. CRUSADERS (1099 A.D. to 1187 A.D.).

m. TURKS (1187 A.D. to 1299 A.D.).

n. GERMANS (EMPEROR FREDERICK II {FREDERICK THE GREAT} FROM 1299 A.D. to 1244 A.D.).

o. TARTARS (1244 A.D. to 1250 A.D.).

p. MARMELUK RULERS (1250 A.D. to 1517 A.D.).

q. OTTOMAN TURKS (1517 A.D. to 1917 A.D.).

r. GREAT BRITAIN (1917 A.D. TO 1948 A.D.).

s. 1948 A.D. to ????; Israel is a nation, but they are not in full control of all their territory, terrorism is common, and they still suffer external pressure from numerous national entities, friend and foe alike, particularly the United States.  THEY ARE              A NATION AWAITING THEIR KING (although most don't realize it).

t. THE ANTICHRIST, THE DICTATOR OF THE REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE; HIS PERIOD IS FROM THE MID-POINT OF THE 70th WEEK UNTIL THE SECOND ADVENT.

11. As the times of the Gentiles are drawing to an end, God gives the church the vital sign necessary for identifying their place in the last days—the sign of the fig tree.

12. The prophecy in Daniel chapter two begins with Babylon, extends until that time of the Roman Empire, skips the church age, and resumes with the revived Roman Empire, concluding with the Second Advent. 

13. The conclusion of the prophecy details the utter destruction of Gentile world power, and includes the smashing of the satanic world system, which system was being headed by Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel’s day.

14. Since the vision deals primarily with Gentile world powers, it was given to the primary Gentile ruler of that day and was recorded in Aramaic, the primary language of that day.

15. While Israel may not appear important during the times of the Gentiles, they are still quite important in God’s economy; this is demonstrated by the fact that Daniel received the prophecy independently of the king and he was the only one given the interpretation.  

2:1 Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit troubled him and his sleep left him.  {waw + pref. b + f.s.n.c. hn"v'—f.dual.n. ~yIT;v.—pref. l + f.s.n.c. tWkl.m; royalty, reign, kingdom—Nebuchadnezzar—Nebuchadnezzar—Qal pf. 3ms ~l;x'—m.p.n. ~Alx]—f.s.n + 3ms suff. x;Wr—w.c. + Hith. impf. 3fs m[;P' in Qal to thrust, impel, push, passively, to be beaten, to be disturbed—waw + f.s.n. + 3ms suff. hn"ve—Niph.pf. 3fs hy"h' to become, to be done, gone or finished—prep. l[; + 3ms suff.}  

2:2 Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans, to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king.  {the king—w.c. + qal impf. 3ms rm;a'—pref. l + Qal inf.const. ar'q'—pref. l + m.p.n. ~jor>x; 10X, same as 1:20—waw + pref. l + m.p.n. @V'a; 2X--waw + pref. l + Piel ptc. m.p. @v;K' 7X, --waw + pref l + prop. n. ~yDIf.K;--pref. l + Hiphil inf.const. dg:n" to be obvious or conspicuous, in Hiphil, to make clear, to tell or declare—

pref. l + m.s.n. %l,m,--m.p.n. + 3ms suff. ~Alx]—w.c + Qal impf. 3mp awB—w.c. + Qal impf. 3mp dm;['—to the faces of the king}  
2:3 And the king said to them, "I had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to understand the dream."  {the king—w.c. + Qal impf. 3ms rm;a'—pref. l + 3mp suff.—Qal pf. 1s; ml;x'—m.s.n. ~Alx]—f.s.n + 1s suff. x;Wr—w.c. + Niph. impf. 3fs m[;p' same as verse 1, to be disturbed or anxious—pref. l + Qal inf.const. [d;y" to know or understand—s.d.o. + d.a. + m.s.n. ~Alx]}    

Exposition vs. 1-3

1. The first problem that one is confronted with in this chapter is the fact that this is said to occur in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar.
2. Some have attempted to reconcile this difficulty by stating that Daniel and his friends were still in the midst of their three-year training course, but this seems at odds with the chronology of the book from chapter one.

3. Further, it certainly appears that Daniel and his friends had been classed among the wise men of Babylon already.   Dan. 2:12-23

4. The solution to the problem is not that complicated and is found in the following facts:

a. First, Nebuchadnezzar enjoyed a period of co-regency with his father Nabopolassar, and was called king before he assumed sole sovereignty.

b. Secondly, the Chaldean system for recording the years of reign for their kings, and the considerable period of time which elapsed before Nebuchadnezzar was officially crowned, allowed Daniel to complete three years of training before the end of the year which the Babylonians called the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's rule.

c. In the Babylonian system of dating, the first year was called the ascension year; the next year was called year one, and what we would call the third year was called the second year.

5. This explains how Daniel could complete three years of training before the end of the year called the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar in 602 BC.

6. Nebuchadnezzar dreamed many dreams over a considerable period of time and these dreams were directly related to the fact that he was somewhat curious or concerned about what the future held.  Dan. 2:29

7. This is one of the times when it is easiest for God to get through to people since we are generally alone with our thoughts just before we fall asleep.

8. The cares and worries of the day can melt away and we can begin to consider what tomorrow, or the more distant future will bring.

9. It was during such a period in Nebuchadnezzar’s life that God chose to reveal His monumental plan to this unbelieving, Gentile world leader.

10. Some interpreters have regarded this section as pure invention, stating that it is merely an imitation of the interpretation by Joseph of Pharaoh’s dreams in the book of Genesis.

11. One of their main objections is found in the use of the identical Hebrew word in both accounts.  Gen. 41:8; Dan. 2:3

12. However, the fact that this word appears in both accounts proves nothing more than Daniel had read the book of Moses.  

13. In other respects, the narratives are entirely different, and their similarity is explained partly by the great significance that was universally placed on dreams in ancient times.

14. In both cases, unbelieving Gentile world rulers had the interpretation of their dreams communicated to them by a man who God morally and spiritually supported. 

15. This demonstrates that God raises up those who both know and acknowledge him and uses them in a spectacular way to advance His plan in history.

16. In any generation, there are those people that, by their diligent pursuit of God’s plan, come to have understanding and insight that others do not. 

17. Others suggest that serious students of Scripture do not agree on the interpretation of these dreams and therefore, they must be deemed incomprehensible; this suggests that certain parts of the Scripture cannot really be understood. 

18. One goofy interpreter stated that “until all these prophecies are completely fulfilled, we will not understand them; unfulfilled prophecies always cause us confusion, just as they confused the prophets who revealed them.”
19. Since the Scripture is comprised of approximately 30% prophecy, I suppose the best we can understand is 70% of God’s word! 

20. Prophecies are given in advance to equip the believer and prepare him for the inevitable events that are destined to occur in God’s plan.

21. If they cannot be understood, then there is no way that people should be chastised for failing to recognize the messiah at the first advent since they really could not understand the prophetic word.  

22. Further, this appears to be at odds with the very words of Daniel 2:23 where he states that he had full knowledge of the prophetic dream.

23. It was during the series of dreams that Nebuchadnezzar began to have trouble sleeping, essentially becoming an insomniac.

24. The Hebrew term m[;P' (pa’am) is used only five times, and only once in the Hithpael stem.

25. It has a root meaning of thrust or impel, and passively as the nuance of trouble or internal agitation.

26. The fact that his spirit troubled itself indicates that Nebuchadnezzar simply could not let this go; he was spiritually pacing back and forth.  The cognate noun is actually used to denote a step.
27. For anyone who has ever been through such an experience, it is quite easy to understand that this can make you a little bit crazy.

28. Nebuchadnezzar understood that the dreams he was having were significant, and he desperately wanted to understand the full meaning of them.

29. He seems to have recognized that the dreams were supernatural in nature, so he calls for those most equipped to explain the dreams to him and once again allow him peace of mind.

30. Although Nebuchadnezzar was a man a tremendous human ability, intelligence, accomplishments, power, and wealth, he was consumed with anxiety to the point where he could not sleep.

31. This demonstrates the principle that overt accomplishments, wealth, etc. do not provide inner peace; this only comes through an accurate understanding of Bible doctrine.

32. Like many unbelievers, Nebuchadnezzar lacked inner peace and begins to scream for help when confronted with some distressing circumstance he could not handle.

33. He was so disturbed by these dreams and his loss of sleep that he called for the most prominent men in every area of occult practice in Babylon: the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans.

34. All the men that Nebuchadnezzar summoned were part of the political, religious, bureaucracy and were well practiced in the occult arts.

35. The first were the magicians; these were men that were learned in the sacred writings and in literature, likely employing astrological devices in order to manipulate and control people.

36. The second group where the conjurers; these men were master astrologers and came to be known in history as the magi, a group credited with profound and extraordinary religious knowledge. 

37. The third group was comprised of sorcerers; these men practiced sorcery, specifically employing necromancy (alleged contact with dead humans that are actually merely demons) to manipulate people. 

38. The final group, the Chaldeans, in this context refers to a priestly caste of wise men that were viewed as the most powerful of the occult practitioners, using witchcraft and idolatry to keep the common people in line.

39. Nebuchadnezzar assumed that these “experts” would be able to explain both the dream and its significance.

40. If you are not aware, the practice of occult arts always involves demonism and is expressly forbidden by the word of God.  Ex. 22:18; Deut. 18:9-10

41. Not that any of you would consider this, but you should always avoided astrologers, fortunetellers, ouija boards, seances, etc.

42. Verse 3 makes it plain that a particular dream really attracted the attention of Nebuchadnezzar, causing him some intense mental distress.

43. There is hardly anything worse then having something plaguing your mind while you are unable to sleep leaving you tossing and turning in your bed, fitfully attempting to get back to sleep.

44. Nebuchadnezzar clearly understood that the dream was significant, no doubt recognizing a divine element that he did not understand, causing him to want an explanation as soon as possible.

45. Again, the root meaning of the Hebrew verb means to thrust or impel, indicating that there was a sense of urgency in his spirit to have a complete understanding of the enigmatic dream.

46. As we will see, the dream was given by God and concerns Gentile world powers and their relationship to Israel and the kingdom of Christ.

47. While God revealed the dream to the most dominant Gentile leader at that time, He revealed the dream and its interpretation independently to a Jew.

48. This allowed for Him to advance Daniel, assure that none of the pagan occult practitioners could claim credit, and bring glory to God himself, while providing future revelation for positive volition.
2:4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: "O king, live forever! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will declare the interpretation."  {d.a. + prop. name ~yDIf.K;--w.c. + Piel impf. 3mp rb;D'—pref. l + m.s.n. %l,m,--4X, prop.n. tymir'a] in the language of Aram, Aramaic—d.a. + m.s.n  %l,m,--Paal imper. 2ms ay"x; to live—pref. l +  m.p.n ~l;[' to eternity, forever—Paal imper. rm;a;--d.a. + m.s.n. ~l,xe—pref. l + m.s.n. + 2ms suff. dbe[]—waw—Pael impf. 1p hw"x; 13X, only in Daniel, to declare, to make known—d.a. + m.s.n rv;P. a solution, an interpretation}
2:5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, "The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be made a rubbish heap.  {d.a. + melek—Paal part. hn"[; to respond, to reply, replying—waw + Paal part. rm;a;--pref  l + Chaldeans—d.a. + f.s.n hL'mi a thing, a matter, “the command”—pref m + 1s—f.s.adj. aD'z>a; 2X, here and vs. 8—hypothetical particle  !he if, whether—neg. al'—Paal impf. 2mp + 1s suff. [d;y> to let someone know, to communicate—d.a. + m.s.n. ~l,xe—waw + m.s.n + 3ms suff. rv;P. interpretation of it—P’al impf. 2mp db;[; lit. to work or labor—m.p.n. ~D'h; a member of the body, a limb—waw + m.p.n. + 2mp suff. tyIB;--P’al impf. 3mp ~yf to set, place, appoint—f.s.n yliw"n> from an unused root, probably to be foul, a trash heap or dung heap}

2:6 "But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward and great honor; however, you must declare to me the dream and its interpretation."  {waw + conj. !he if or whether—P’al impf  2m.p. hw"x; to show, interpret or explain, to “declare”—d.a. + m.s.n ~l,xe—waw + m.s.n + 3ms suff. rv;P.—Pael impf. 2mp lb;q. to receive—prep. !mi—prep. + 1s suff. ~d'q\ in front of, in the presence of—f.p.n. an"T.m; that which is given, gifts—waw + f.s.n hB'z>bin> reward—waw + m.s.n rq'y> honor or esteem—adj.m.s. ayGIf; great or exceeding—conj. !hel' therefore, however—Pael imperative + 1s suff. hw"x;--the dream and its interpretation}  

Exposition vs. 4-6

1. This verse begins the Aramaic or Chaldean portion of Daniel, which continues until the end of the seventh chapter.

2. The Chaldeans were the most powerful and influential of all the occult practitioners in Babylon, dressing in a peculiar manner, similar to the dress seen on the gods and deified men in the Assyrian culture.

3. They were the most respected of all the groups present, and so they acted as spokesmen for the entire group.

4. The critics of Daniel state that this is a mistake that only someone writing in the second century BC would make.

5. Supposedly, in Daniel’s day, the term Chaldean was only used to describe a racial designation, the genetic stock that populated Babylon, viewed by themselves as sort of a “master race”.

6. However, linguistic research has demostrated that the Babylonian word for an astrologer-priest and their word for the master race were homonyms, both reading   MyDIF.K;  (kas diym) or Chaldeans, but each retained its own meaning.

7. It is clear that Daniel was familiar with this fact since he also uses the term Chaldeans in its racial sense in Daniel 3:8 and 5:30.

8. They address the king with an elaborate oriental courtesy, which became the customary salutation offered to sovereigns.

9. This formula O king, live forever was only used rarely in earlier history, apparently employed first in Israel by Bathsheba in I Kings 1:31.

10. By the sixth century BC it had become a customary formula addressed to rulers by their subjects.

7. This expression was not to imply that they believed the king would never die; rather, it was an emphatic way of expressing the same idea as the phrase “long live the king”. 

8. This represented a hope that the king would live on from one age to another, with no foreseeable termination of his life by physical death.

9. The Chaldeans, while speaking for the whole company, seem to understand the word of the king in the since most favorable for themselves, and they ask king to tell them the dream. 

10. Since they address the king in Aramaic, Daniel writes the following chapters in Aramaic so he might give the prophecy regarding the world power in the language of that world power.

11. The soothsayers respond quite naturally to the king, urging him to divulge his dream to them so they might study it and interpret it.

12. Their request, which seemed reasonable on the surface, was met with a surprising rejection.

13. Apparently, Nebuchadnezzar had already decided on a test of their magical abilities to interpret his dream, recognizing that if they had the powers they claimed they ought to be able to relate what he had dreamed.

14. If they were truly inspired by the gods, surely their gods would let them know the content of the dream as well as the interpretation.

15. Nebuchadnezzar is very disturbed about this dream, and he is not about to be tricked by any false interpretation “dreamed” up by these crafty soothsayers.

16. Some translators read the first part of verse five as saying that the dream had escaped the mind of Nebuchadnezzar; however, the New American Standard translation accurately reflects that this command was deadly serious.

17. This translation and interpretation is consistent with what we find in verse eight and clearly, Nebuchadnezzar knew the content of the dream as seen in verse 47.

18. If he had revealed the dream to them at first, they might have come up with some purely human and worthless conjecture; Nebuchadnezzar was certainly not interested in this.

19. He did not want human speculation; he wanted supernatural information and disclosure.

20. The harsh posture of Nebuchadnezzar, as well as the method of execution he describes, is perfectly consistent with ancient eastern monarchs; this was no idle threat, it was typical Chaldean punishment.

21. Archer describes one method of dismemberment in which the victim was tied to four trees with a rope at each limb, the trees were bent inwards tied and tied together at the top; the rope was cut and the body was snapped into four pieces.  

22. This command was intended to bring satisfactory results to his request by putting maximum pressure on those he was testing.

23. This gruesome threat was also designed to let them know that they would not only be subject to maximum humiliation and physical torture, but that their families would be left homeless if they failed to perform in a satisfactory way.

24. Some have attempted to reduce this threat to merely say that their clay houses would be torn down and then dissolved by the rain since Babylonian houses were constructed of sun dried bricks, which would dissolve in the rain leaving a mud hole.

25. Rather, this threat is to be interpreted according to the passage in II Kings 10:27, where the temple of Baal is spoken of as having been broken down and converted into water closets.    

26. To this threat, Nebuchadnezzar adds a technique called the dangling carrot; this is employed as a positive motivation for these men.  

27. He promises them gifts, reward, and great honor of they were successful, something that was typical for Chaldean kings to do for those with whom they were pleased. 

28. The gifts referred to expensive details, while the reward likely referred to monetary blessings. 

29. The great honor or glory referred to their elevation in the kingdom to a position of greater honor or glory than they currently possessed.

30. The wise men were confronted with the real dilemma and the supreme test of their supernatural claims; if they truly have supernatural powers and abilities they would not only be able to interpret the dream but they would have the power to reveal its content as well. 

31. As we will see, neither threats of punishment nor inducements to reward would be able to cause these men to do what they were not able to do.
2:7 They answered a second time and said, "Let the king tell the dream to his servants, and we will declare the interpretation."  {Pael pf. 3mp hn"[; to reply or respond—adv. tWny"n>Ti a second time—waw + m.p.part. rm;a; and were saying—d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--P’al impf. 3ms rm;a; he will say, let him say—d.a. + m.s.n ~l,xe—pref. l + m.p.n. + 3ms suff. dbe[]—waw + Pael impf. 1p hw"x; to explain—d.a. + m.s.n rv;P.}  
2:8 The king answered and said, "I know for certain that you are bargaining for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command from me is firm,  {d.a. + m.s.n %l,m,--Peal ptc. ms. hn"[' each of the times this word is used, it is followed by amar, from which we get the idiom used often in the New Testament, “answered and said”—waw + Peal ptc. ms. rm;a]—prep. !mi + m.s.adj. byCiy: lit. from a truth, certainly—pron. 1s. hn"a] + Peal ptc. ms. [d;y" I am knowing—rel. part. yDI that—pron. 2mp !WTn>a; you all—Peal ptc. mp. !b;z> 1X, to buy or gain something—d.a. + m.s.n !D'[I 11X, time, a span of time or a point of time--yDI lbeq\-lK an idiom meaning “because” lit. all in front of me that—Peal pf. 2mp hz"x] to behold or see, here, to recognize—rel. part. yDI that—

d.a. + f.s.n hL'mi the word, thing, the command—prep. !mi + 1cs suff—f.s.adj. aD'z>a; sure, assured, certain}  
2:9 that if you do not make the dream known to me, there is only one decree for you. For you have agreed together to speak lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is changed; therefore tell me the dream, that I may know that you can declare to me its interpretation. "  {rel. part. yDI indir. disc.—part. !he if—neg. al' + Haphel impf. 2mp + 1s suff [d'y> if you do not cause me to know—d.a. + m.s.n  ~l,xe—pron. ayhi it is, there is—f.s.adj. dx] one—f.s.n.const. + 2mp suff. tD' 13X, a decree or binding proclamation from a king—waw “for”+ Hithpeel pf. 2mp !m;z> to fix a time, to appoint or agree together—pref. l + Peal inf.const. rm;a] to speak or say—f.s.n. hB'd>Ki 1X, false or lying—waw + Peal pass. part. f.s. tb;v. 2X, here and 6:5, lit. having been corrupted—f.s.n hL'mi word, thing, matter—prep + 1cs suff ~d'q\ before, in the presence of—prep. d[; as far as, until--rel. part. yDI which—d.a. + m.s.n. !D'[I the time, the situation—Hithpaal impf. 3ms hn"v' will be changed—conj. !hel' used to call attention something, therefore, however, behold –Peal imperv. m.p. rm;a;--pref. l + 1s suff.—d.a. + chelem—waw + Peal impf. 1s [d;y> and I will know, in order that I may know—rel.part. yDI that—Haphael impf 2mp + 1s suff  hw"x; to explain or interpret—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff rv;P.} 
2:10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, "There is not a man on earth who could declare the matter for the king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean.  {d.a. + Chaldeans—Peal pf. 3mp hn"['—prep. ~d'q\ before—d.a. = m.s.n. %l,m,--waw + Peal ptc.m.p. rm;a]—neg. part. al' –part. yt;yai there is, there exists—m.s.n vn"a/ a man—prep. l[; + d.a. + f.s.n tv,B,y: on the earth—rel. part. yDI that—Peal impf. 3ms lkiy>  to be able to,“could”— pref. l + Haphael inf.const. hy"h] to explain, point out or interpret—f.s.n.const. hL'mi matter, thing, dream- d.a. + melek--yDI lbeq\-lK same as verse 8, inasmuch, because—neg. al'—m.s.n.const. lKo  every or all—m.s.n. %l,m,--m.s.adj. br;--waw + m.s.adj. jyLiv; from the root to have power, dominion, or rule—Peal pf. 3ms. laev,  to ask—f.s.n hL'mi a matter, “anything”- pref. K + near demons.pron. hn"D> like this—pref. l + m.s.n lKo—prop. names ~jor>x;--waw + @v;a'—waw + yD'f.K;}
2:11 "Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, and there is no one else who could declare it to the king except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh."  {And the matter which the king asks—f.s.adj. ryQiy: 2X, from a root that means precious or valuable, that which is beyond the normal value, here=difficult or impossible –and there does not exist—m.s.adj. !r'x\a' another—rel. part. Diy=that—Peal impf. 3ms + 3fs suff  hy"h] to declare or make plain—to the face of the king—conjuct. !hel' however, except—m.p.n. Hl'a/ gods, deities—rel. part. diy “whose”—m.s.n.const. + 3mp suff. rAdm. 4X, dwelling place—does not exist—prep. ~[I—d.a. + m.s.n rf;B. lit. with the flesh, with any fleshly types}
Exposition vs. 7-11

1. It did not matter how terrible the threats of punishment were or how strong the inducements of reward, these occult practitioners realize that their situation is deteriorating right before their eyes.

2. They are powerless to provide revelation and that is precisely what Nebuchadnezzar demands.

3. The king was probably not in a good mood when he summoned these men in the first place since he was greatly troubled by the dream and his insomnia.

4. The two primary things that caused him distress were the facts that he recognized that the dream was very important and that he suspected that this dream was a revelation from the gods.

5. If the gods were trying to communicate with him, as he suspected, he fully wanted to know the meaning of that revelation.

6. Beyond that, like Pharaoh of Joseph’s day, Nebuchadnezzar may have had the uneasy feeling that the dream was a warning of some kind and he would have wanted to know what that warning was.

7. Since he lacked the interpretation of the dream, there was no way he could know if anything was wrong, or what he should do if there was.

8. The occult practitioners realize that Nebuchadnezzar is in no mood for trifling and they recognize that their situation is getting desperate.

9. The only thing they could do was to beg the king to divulge the dream and perhaps they could find the correct interpretation by their occult, demon contacts.

10. The insistence on their part that he tell them the content of the dream only enraged Nebuchadnezzar further, as he correctly surmised that they were merely stalling for time.

11. With the repeated command in verse 9 to tell him the dream, these men observe a more stern and unforgiving demeanor, something they had likely seen before in their contacts with Nebuchadnezzar.

12. He cuts them off abruptly and informs them that he knows they are simply stalling for more time, hoping that the situation will change for the better.

13. They are well aware that if things continue along this line they will soon be dead and their posterity will amount to nothing more than an outhouse.

14. They cannot deliver the content of the dream from their own human wisdom; nor were they able to secure the information through the normal demonic sources on which they relied.

15. These men are in a crisis and they recognize it; their hope was that they could somehow manage the crisis and save their necks from the certain disaster that awaited them.

16. Nebuchadnezzar makes it clear to these men that there is nothing that is going to change, there is only one decree and that is their physical death if they do not fulfill his demands.

17. He also makes it plain that he is aware that they are not honorable men as he makes it clear that he knows that they are speaking lying and corrupt words before him.

18. Their lies are that they can actually interpret the dream and the deceit is their attempt to stall for time until they can come up with an acceptable course of action to save their lives.

19. Nebuchadnezzar demands that they tell the dream to him, a revelation that has occurred in the past so he can have some confidence in their ability to provide an accurate interpretation of the dream.

20. The idea is that if they cannot reveal what he already knows, then they do not have the ability to reveal what he does not know.
21. Nebuchadnezzar knows that any clever person could make up an interpretation if they have the dream.

22. If they do not tell him the dream and its interpretation they will be cut to pieces and their houses turned into disposal sites for human and animal excrement (the Hebrew word translated "rubbish heap" by the New American Standard translation is Wlw"n> {nevalu}; the word comes from a root which means to be foul; the word itself means a dunghill or an outhouse).

23. Although the Chaldeans had confidently claimed the ability to interpret Nebuchadnezzar's dream, they were completely baffled by his demand that they tell him the dream itself.

24. Again, some have suggested that Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten the content of the dream and demands that they refresh his memory, but this is clearly not the case.

25. He remembered the dream and was using that as a way to prove that these men were accurate when they offered their explanations.

26. With as much courtesy as possible, they attempt to show him that his demand is unreasonable, at the same time confessing their own impotence in regard to the supernatural knowledge they claimed to possess.

27. This is the divine irony; God makes these heathen astrologers and demonic, occult practitioners confess the total impossibility of humans to provide divine, supernatural information.

28. Their reasoning demonstrates the reality that what is impossible with man is possible with God.  Matt. 19:26

29. They reason with Nebuchadnezzar:

a. No man on earth could declare the matter.

b. No great king or ruler has ever asked such a thing.

c. The demand is difficult.

d. No one else could do it except gods.

30. These four excuses are typical of the failure of human wisdom and may be further condensed and identified:

a. No man can; no one else can.

b. No precedent.

c. Does not happen often.

d. Requires divine intervention.

31. The Chaldeans used the terms great and powerful ruler as subtle flattery; the thought is that such a great and powerful ruler as Nebuchadnezzar would be too great a man to expect such knowledge from his servants.

32. Their strategy was to convince Nebuchadnezzar that he was being unreasonable, not to admit that they were incompetent.

33. While these men have performed impressive feats based on their knowledge of physics, mathematics, astronomy, and chemistry and they have performed supernatural feats, even predicting future events by enlisting the demonic powers behind idolatry--they are totally unable to deal with the wisdom of God.

34. Their excuse that it is difficult in verse 11 has the nuance of that which is rare, demonstrating that this was something completely out of the ordinary.

35. Their final excuse is based on the distinction between the powers and knowledge of immortal gods and the limited abilities of mortal flesh.

36. This essential distinction was made so they could emphasize the fact that one should not demand anything from weak mortals that could only be granted by the celestial gods.

37. Their own statements confirm that they do not possess all the powers which they claimed, something that Nebuchadnezzar likely suspects by now.

38. He was not a man to suffer fools gladly; and when these men purported to have supernatural contacts with the gods of Babylon, they had better be able to demonstrate it when called for.

39. They are like many ministers today that spend their time studying various disciplines like philosophy, psychology, social science, political science and then continue under the pretense of speaking for God.

40. Their very excuses reflect the bankruptcy of human wisdom and set the stage for God's revelation through Daniel.

2:12 Because of this the king became indignant and very furious, and gave orders to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.  {lbeq\-lK' lit. all or everthing in front of, things being as they were, because—m.s.adj. near demons. hn"D>--the king—Peal pf. 3ms sn:b. 1X, to be or become angry—waw + Peal pf. 3ms @c;q. to get furious, to be irrationally angry—m.s.adj. ayGIf; greatly, exceedingly—waw + Peal pf. 3ms rm;a] and said, “gave orders”—pref. l + Haphel inf.const. db;a] to cause to perish, to destroy or kill—pref. l + m.s.n lKo –m.p.n.const. ~yKix;--prop.n. lb,B'}
2:13 So the decree went forth and the wise men were being killed; and they looked for Daniel and his friends to kill them.  {and the decree—Peal pf. 3fs qp;n> to go out, to go forth—and the wise men—Hithpaal ptc. m.p. lj;q.  were being slain or killed—waw + Peal pf. 3mp a['b. to seek for—Daniel—waw + m.p.n. + 3ms suff. rb;x] friends or companions—pref. l + Hithpeel inf.const. lj;q. to put them to death, to cause them to die}  
2:14 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to Arioch, the captain of the king's bodyguard, who had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon;  {pref. b + adv. !yId;a/ then, afterwards, from that time—Daniel—Haphel pf. 3ms bwT 7x, to turn or return, used of returning a reply—f.s.n. aj'[e 1X, advice, counsel— waw + m.s.n ~[ej. discernment, discretion, insight the NJB renders this “shrewd and cautious”—pref L + prop. name %Ayr>a;--m.s.adj. br; great, chief—d.a. + m.p.n. xB'j; 1X, Potiphar occupied a similar position in Pharaoh’s army, Gen. 37:36—rel.part. diy, who—

d.a. + melek lit. the chief of the guards who was the king’s—rel. part. diy who—Peal pf. 3ms qp;n. to go out, come out or go forth—pref l + Pael inf. const. lj;q. to kill, intensive form, to exterminate—pref. l + m.p.n.const. ~yKix;--prop. name lb,B'}
2:15 he answered and said to Arioch, the king's commander, "For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent?" Then Arioch informed Daniel about the matter.  {Peal part. m.s. hn"['—waw + Peal ptc. m.s. rm;a]—pref.  l + Arioch—d.a. + m.s.adj. jyLiv; 10X, having mastery, exercising authority--hm'-l[; lit. on what, for what reason, why?—d.a. + f.s.n. tD' decree or command—from the face or presence of the king—Haphel part. f.s. @c;x; functions as adj. 2X, the root means to show insolence, to act with disregard, to be urgent in Dan. 3:22, causative, what is causing the urgency—adv. !yId;a/ then, from that time—Arioch—Haphel pf 3ms [d;y> caused to know, informed, explained—d.a. + f.s.n. hL'mi the matter, the situation—pref. l + Daniel} 
2:16 So Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him time, in order that he might declare the interpretation to the king.  {waw + Daniel—Peal pf. 3ms. ll;[' to go in, to enter—waw + Peal pf. 3ms  a['B. to ask or request—prep. !mi + d.a. + melek –rel. part. that, indir. disc.—Peal impf. 3ms !t;n> he will give—pref. L + 3ms suff—m.s.n. !m;z> time, a period of time—waw, in order that, so that—pref. l + Haphel inf. const. hw"x; to cause to show, make plain, explain—d.a. + m.s.n. rv;P.—pref. l + d.a. + king} 

Exposition vs. 12-16

1. Verse 12 opens with an explanatory phrase that is correctly translated because of this.  hn"D> lbeq\-lK  (kal qabhel denah—lit. all or everything in front of this, in view of this)
2. It was not merely the fact that the alleged wise men of Babylon could not do what the king had asked; it also focused on their attempts to make excuses for their inability to do what they said they could.
3. These men claimed to have great power with the gods, being in communications with then and understanding mysteries that were hidden to the common man.
4. Some have suggested that Nebuchadnezzar may have been using this situation to test these men that had been advisors to his father in order to determine their fitness for posts in his kingdom.
5. Their protestations of powerlessness did nothing more than inflame his anger, convincing Nebuchadnezzar that these men were liars and charlatans that deserved the fate he pronounced on them.
6. Their fears of Nebuchadnezzar are proved to be well founded; and it is clear from a study of Daniel that this man was given to a very quick temper.  Dan. 2:12, 3:13,19
7. This man was an arrogant despot/tyrant that wielded absolute power and was given to quick decisions that could be quite radical; as seen in his regular threats to tear people limb from limb and make their houses into a latrine.
8. He is described by the “Cambridge Ancient History” as “a vigorous and brilliant commander, and physically as well as mentally a strong man, fully worthy of succeeding his father.  He was to become the greatest man of his time in the Near East, as a soldier, statesman and an architect.”
9. While Nebuchadnezzar had many great qualities and even constructed one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, he was recognized as a savage, a man that was capable of great cruelty.  IIKings 25:7; Jere. 39:6
10. In fact, there are at least four different words used to describe his anger, which must have been legendary in his time.  Dan. 2:12, 3:13
11. His anger against the pretenders grew to inestimable proportions, verging on madness; therefore, he ordered all the wise men of Babylon to be publicly executed.
12. The execution did not begin immediately; however, the command went forth to begin the work necessary to execute these liars.
13. The Hithpaal participle (intensive reflexive stem) is not the perfect of completed action, but has the meaning that the work of causing their extinction had begun and was being pursued by those assigned to it.
14. One question that arises is the scope of the command Nebuchadnezzar issued: is it to be taken only of the city of Babylon, or is it to be taken of the wise men in the entire kingdom?
15. Knowing the rage and instability of Nebuchadnezzar at this point, it fits his character to want anyone of their order to be killed.
16. In the city of Babylon a college of Babylonian wise men or Chaldeans was established, who, according to Strabo (a Roman geographer in the time of Augustus in the 1st century AD) occupied a particular quarter of the city as their own.

17. Beyond this, there were also colleges in the province of Babylon at Hipparenum, Orchoe, Borsippa, and other places.

18. While the initial group that spoke to Nebuchadnezzar was comprised of the senior wise men of the city, all those that were associated with them came under the same condemnation.

19. Therefore, the executioners sought out all the wise men even those, like Daniel and his friends, who had just completed their training.

20. Nebuchadnezzar was an absolute dictator, a despot; it did not bother him to kill the innocent along with the guilty, and as one interpreted noted, “Nebuchadnezzar is a tyrant in true colors, speaking death when he cannot speak sense, and treating those as traitors whose only fault is that they desired to serve him but could not.”
21. The philosophy that Nebuchadnezzar displayed was that since the leaders among the wise men had failed, all associated with them must die.

22. While this is patently unfair, no one was prepared to stand before him and tell him so.

23. Remember that there is no place in the Scripture that promises believers that things in life will always be fair; we live in the Devil’s world in the most intense stage of the angelic conflict, and injustice is inevitable.  ICor. 4:4

24. Although Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael were righteous young men that had just completed their training, had committed no crime, violated no law of Babylon, yet they were under a sentence of death.

25. This passage is a perfect example of the innocent coming under undeserved suffering at the hands of a power-mad monarch.  Matt. 2:16; Rev. 11:7, 12:13

26. God is certainly aware of our suffering, He has indicated in His word that it is an inevitable part of living under Satan’s domain; however, He has also told us that nothing happens apart from His directive or permissive will.

27. When righteous principles are not being practiced by those in authority, suffering may be the inevitable fall-out; however, we have been given the doctrine to faith-rest our situations to God.  James 5:1-11

28. We should not be surprised when we are abused by the cosmos, knowing that a certain amount of undeserved suffering is inevitable.  IPet. 2:21

29. During these difficult times that try your soul, you should seek to keep your eyes on Christ, following His example when faced with undeserved suffering.  IPet. 2:21-23

30. This demonstrates maximum understanding of doctrine and maximum faith in the Word of God.

31. Since Nebuchadnezzar's decree involved a public execution designed to bring maximum suffering and humiliation, none of the officials were killed on the spot.

32. Arioch, who was either the captain of the king’s bodyguard or his chief executioner, was placed in charge of rounding up the condemned, tearing them limb from limb, and reducing their houses to dung heaps.

33. Once Daniel became aware of what was happening, when Arioch came to seize him, he did not respond in anger, self-pity, or attempt to show any resistance.

34. Daniel, who was unaware of what had transpired during the king's conference with his magicians, conjurers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans, asked Arioch what had caused the king to render such a harsh decree.

35. It is most important to notice that Daniel did not panic under the death threat; he answered Arioch with discretion and discernment.
36. The first term is used only once in the Old Testament and seems to have the nuance of counsel or advice.

37. Discretion is the quality of being discreet, prudence, circumspection, etc., demonstrating a cautious reserve in speech, with the added nuance of politeness, civility, and courtesy.

38. The quality of discretion is learned from Bible doctrine and relates to good judgment in both speech and action.  Prov. 1:4, 8:12

39. There can be little doubt that this is indeed the manner in which Daniel approached Arioch, demonstrating his good judgment.

40. The second term has the root meaning of taste or flavor and deals with the ability to make discerning choices, to discriminate between that which is good or bad, right or wrong, etc.

41. Daniel demonstrates self-control, faith-resting his situation to the Lord, but doing what is appropriate for his niche.

42. He calmly, politely, approaches Arioch and simply asks him in a meek fashion Why is the decree of the king so urgent?
43. That Arioch took the time to explain the situation to the on already under sentence of death, speaks well for Daniel's approach and Arioch's willingness to respond to the meek request.  Prov. 15:1; 14:35

44. Daniel was able to remain calm under pressure because he understood that God had a perfect plan for his life; he was not afraid of what the future held since he knew Who held the future.

45. While Daniel demonstrated great courage by having Arioch take him to see Nebuchadnezzar, he had little to lose since he was under the order of execution, just as were all the wise men of Babylon.

46. He asks Nebuchadnezzar for a stay of execution, promising that he will declare the correct interpretation to the king’s dream.

47. Daniel demonstrated great faith when he told Nebuchadnezzar that he would give him the answer if the king would give him some time since he did not know the dream or the interpretation at this meeting.

48. However, Daniel did know God; he knew that there was nothing beyond God’s power and that there was nothing hidden that would not be revealed since God is omniscient.  Matt. 10:26

49. The stage is now set to show the reality, wisdom, and power of the one true God, the God of Israel since the Babylonians had confessed that only true deity would be able to comply with the king’s request.

50. As for Daniel, he knew that he was in the midst of a deadly emergency and his only option was to trust himself to God, the One that could reconstruct the dream and provide the proper interpretation of it.

2:17 Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, about the matter,  {adv. !yId;a/ then, afterwards—Daniel—Peal pf. 3ms lz:a; 7X, to go—pref l + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. tyIB;--m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. rb;x] associate, companion, friend—Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah--Haphel pf. 3ms [d;y> he caused to know—d.a. + f.s.n. hL'mi} 

2:18 in order that they might request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his friends might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  {pref. l + Peal inf.const. a['b. to ask or seek, to request something in prayer, construction expresses purpose—waw (not translated) + m.p.n !ymix]r; comes from a word for “womb” used of the natural feeling of a mother for her baby, the inner quality of compassion and concern—from before God of the heavens—prep l[; + d.a. + m.s.n zr' musterion in the LXX—near demonst. hn"D> --rel. part. yDI + neg. al' that not, so that—Daniel and his friends—Haphel impf. 3mp db;a;  cause to be destroyed, or cause to perish—prep. ~[I—m.s.n. ra'v. the rest or remained—m.p.n.const. ~yKix; --Babel}  
Exposition vs. 17-18

1. These verses demonstrate that Daniel did not have the answer when he told Nebuchadnezzar to set an appointed time for him to give the interpretation.

2. We do not know how long a time Daniel had to provide the answer but there can be little doubt that Nebuchadnezzar fixed a time for Daniel to return.

3. It is somewhat ironic that Nebuchadnezzar granted Daniel what he would not grant the wise men of Babylon; however, he likely discerned that Daniel was not stalling and attempting to snow the king as they had done.

4. They knew that they would never be able to do what Nebuchadnezzar asked and their gods were truly no help; Daniel knew that God could do the impossible for him.

5. This also demonstrates the principle that God blesses the positive believer that is pursuing His plan with favor from the cosmos, an unlikely source.  Prov. 3:4, 13:15, 14:35, 22:1; Acts 27:3, 43

6. Daniel demonstrated his confidence in himself and in his God by telling Nebuchadnezzar that he could give him the answers that he was so desperately seeking.

7. In one sense, he had little to lose since he was going to die along with the wise men of Babylon anyway, being between the proverbial rock and hard place.

8. He does not seek out any of the pagan, wise men in Babylon since he knew that they could not provide that answer, having confessed that the answer could only be found with the gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.  Dan. 2:11

9. Nor does he attempt to find the answer in the volumes of literature with which he had been indoctrinated in Babylon, but goes to his house to consult with God.

10. Once he had committed himself to this daunting task, he immediately enlisted the help of his three positive friends in the matter.

11. Since Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were unaware of what had transpired during the king's meeting with his wise men, Daniel informs his three friends that they are under the death test.

12. Notice that Daniel meets the crisis with both fellowship and prayer; instead of being in a panic, they prayed.

13. Application: The local church is a body, a unified whole, and you should seek the fellowship and prayers of believers of all ages, especially when under any sort of testing.  Matt. 18:10

14. In order to have a rapport with those that are positive, you have to separate yourself as these four had done in chapter 1.

15. While Daniel seems to have been the senior member of this group of positive believers, and may have excelled the other three in many areas, yet he engages them as his partners in this matter.

16. After all, they were going to be killed along with the other wise men of Babylon if someone did not fulfill the king’s demand for answers.

17. It should be clear that it is wise for believers to associate with the most positive believers they can since such can be counted on during times of great difficulty.

18. It is obvious that Daniel knew that these friends were regularly praying to God and had a rapport with the throne of grace.

19. This is precisely the type of person that I would want to pray for me if I was in such a dangerous situation.  Vis unita fortior—The union of forces produces greater force.
20. Note that Daniel did not ask them to pray that the interpretation would come to him, demonstrating his true humility.

21. He would have been happy for any one of them to be granted the knowledge they needed.

22. Their prayer was quite specific; they were going to seek the mercy or compassion of God so their lives would be spared and so they might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
23. In one sense, you could almost say that this prayer is selfish, focusing as it did on the fact that they merely wanted to stay alive.

24. God clearly recognizes our propensity to be selfish and, in fact, uses our treatment of ourselves as a model for how we are to treat others.  Lev. 19:18; Gal. 5:14

25. However, for a believer to grow up spiritually and glorify God in time, it is necessary to be alive.

26. The reality is that Daniel recognized that the will of God was for these young men to continue in Ph2 and so he enlists their aid in asking that God will do an unprecedented miracle to make that possible.

27. Believers, like Joseph, had interpreted dreams before; however, there is no record of anyone reconstructing a dream and then explaining it.

28. This situation was one of human impossibility with the stress on urgency and this is precisely the type of situation in which God acts and brings glory to Himself.

29. Therefore, Daniel and his friends prayed, expecting deliverance according to the principle found in the Word of God.  Ps. 50:15, 91:15, 107:6; Jere. 33:3

30. The term mystery does not refer to that which cannot be known rather, it refers to that which is not known presently but can be ascertained.

31. This mystery was already known to Nebuchadnezzar and certainly was known to God, who is just as cognizant of our subconscious dreams as He is of our concrete reality.

32. He is aware of all we are, the individual things that have made us who we are and is currently monitoring the thoughts and intentions of your heart.  Ps. 44:21, 139:1; Jere. 17:10; Heb. 4:12

33. This is a great comfort to the adjusting believer but very disconcerting for the maladjusted believer.

2:19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven;  {adv. !yId;a/ then, afterward—d.a. + m.s.n zr'—Peil pf. 3ms  hl;g> to reveal—pref. l + Daniel—pref. b + d.a. + m.s.n Wzx/ a vision, that which is seen—rel. part. yDI which was—d.a. + yleyle the night—adv. !yId;a/--Daniel—Pael pf. ms %r ;b. compound idea of kneeling and offering praise or blessing—to the God of the heavens}
2:20 Daniel answered and said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him.  {Answered Daniel and said—Peal impf. 3ms. 











































 jussive force “let become” hw"h] this verb is used with a participle to form a periphrastic phrase that has the sense of continuous or habitual action—Pael ptc. m.s. %r;b.—m.s.n.const. mvu similar to the Hebrew shem--rel. part. diy “which is”—d.a. + m.s.n Hl'a/ equivalent to the Hebrew Elohiym, “which belongs to the God”—prep. !mi + d.a. + m.s.n. ~l;[' perpetuity, antiquity, “the age”—waw + prep. d[; until, as far as—the age= “forever and ever”—rel. part. diy, because, in that—d.a. + f.s.n. hm'k.x'—waw + d.a. + f.s.n. hr'WbG> 2X, might or power—rel. part. which is—pref. l + 3 ms. suff. to Him—3 f.s. pron. ayhi}
Exposition vs. 19-20

1. While there is no account of the actual prayers offered by Daniel and his friends, it is obvious that God responded and provided the answer to their prayers.

2. Although one interpreter states that there “is no account of how the Lord answered him” verse 19 makes it plain that God revealed the mystery in a night vision.
3. Scripture reveals at least six methods which God the Holy Spirit used to reveal Divine viewpoint to men prior to the completion of the canon of Scripture:

a. Dreams.  Gen. 20:1-7; Num. 12:6; Dan. 4:5; 7:1

b. Visions.  Gen. 46:2; Num. 12:6; Ps. 89:19; Isa. 1:1

c. Angels.  Gen. 19:5; Dan 8:15-19; Acts 7:53; Rev. 1:1 

d. Direct spoken revelation.  Ex. 6:1-9; Isa. 6:8-10

e. The written Word, the canon of Scripture as it then existed. Dan 9:2; cf. IITim. 4:13

f. Prophets.  IIChron. 36:21; Ezra 1:1

4. The ultimate revelation came in the person of His Son, as the Eternal Logos became flesh and dwelt among us, functioning as the exegete of the Father.  Jn. 1:1,14,18

5. This particular revelation came in a night vision, which is not necessarily to be identified as a dream, but as a vision one receives during the night while awake.

6. It is clear that Daniel understood the difference between a dream and a vision, dreams coming while one is asleep, and visions occurring during a waking state with no reference to time.  Dan. 7:1

7. The vision was a supernatural revelation of the dream and its interpretation, given while Daniel was awake during the night.

8. It had to come in the form of a vision (that which is seen) since Nebuchadnezzar had seen a colossal statue made out of various materials and it would be necessary for Daniel to describe it in detail.

9. God also gave Daniel the interpretation that prophetically unfolded the history of the world from Babylon to the Second Advent and the Millennium.

10. As soon as Daniel received the answer to his prayers, he responded with another prayer of thanksgiving, blessing the God of Heaven.
11. This section of praise contains tremendous doctrine and is recorded in poetry for greater emphasis, revealing not only the tremendous thanksgiving of Daniel but also demonstrating his understanding of God’s plan.

12. The term %r;B. (berak), which is used only 5X in Aramaic, has in it the two ideas of kneeling and blessing and involves praising or glorifying God by extolling the excellencies of his Person and/or works.

13. That is precisely what we will observe in the prayer of Daniel as he focuses on the essence of God (vs. 20) and His works in human history (vs. 21-23).

14. This should be a big part of the prayer life of the positive believer and especially during times of great deliverance or blessing.

15. It is normal and expected for one to respond in kind; when God blesses us, we should bless/praise/glorify/thank Him for His person and work in our lives.

16. The word translated heaven is actually plural in verses 18-19 and this indicates the sphere of God's power and residence.

17. There are actually three distinct heavens and context must determine which one is in view.

a. The first heaven is comprised of the earth's atmosphere.  Gen. 1:6-8, 20

b. The second heaven refers to the expanse of stellar space.  Gen. 1:14-17; Matt. 24:35; IIPet. 3:7,10

c. The third heaven is the throne room of God, the place where God chooses to manifest the glory of His essence.  Gen. 22:11; Ezra 1:2; Neh. 9:6

18. The reference to the God of the heavens is an obvious contrast to the idolatry of the Babylonians who worshiped the sun, moon, and stars, rather than their Creator. 

19. Daniel first focuses on the name of God, a phrase denoting His existence, character and reputation; the name of God being a synonym for God Himself.

20. Daniel believed that the essence of God, Who He is, was worthy of being praised, thanked, glorified or extolled forever; something that will actually take place and is echoed in many places in the Word of God.  Eph. 3:21; ITim. 1;17; Rev. 5:13, 7:12

21. Daniel mentions two specific things that set God apart, two things that demand that the name of God be blessed forever and ever.
22. The first is His wisdom, the Divine viewpoint, the way God thinks and the things  God thinks; part of this wisdom He gives to men is found in the 66 books of Scripture and is, therefore, a synonym for Bible doctrine, the mind of Christ.  ICor. 2:16

23. By His wisdom, all things exist and the wisdom of God will be vindicated despite the fallacious attacks of Satan and his system of wisdom.  Ezek. 28:1; Eph. 3:10

24. The system of wisdom that exists in the world is merely a reflection of the lies of Satan and his perverted genius, designed to keep men in spiritual darkness and secure their eternal condemnation.  Jn. 8:44; ICor.1:21-25; IICor. 4:3-4; James 3:15

25. The problem with negative volition is that they are more comfortable with darkness and lies than they are with the light of the truth.  Jn. 3:19-20; IJn. 5:19

26. The wisdom of God is His way of thinking that is reflected in His actions; wisdom that is available to any and all that care to avail themselves of it.  Prov. 1:2,7,20, 2:6-7

27. In our dispensation, the wisdom of God is proclaimed by the pastor-teacher, teaching the precepts of God’s plan to those that will rigorously discipline themselves to pursue the truth above all else.  ICor. 2:6-13; Col. 1:28; IITim. 3:15

28. God not only possesses incredible intelligence and understanding, He is in full possession of sufficient power to put His thinking into action.

29. His power refers to inherent power, the might of His essence, His omnipotence.

30. God is in sovereign control of everything in the physical universe, which He spoke into existence, everything being totally under His control.  

31. He not only spoke the material universe into existence, by His power it will be spoken out of existence and replaced with a new universe.  IIPet. 3:10-13

32. He has the power to reverse or supercede the laws of nature as seen in the various types of miracles He has done; from the ten wonders in the land of Egypt, to raising the dead, to reversing time, to walking on water, to speaking storms out of existence, to taking people from the planet apart from physical death.

33. It is by God’s wisdom and power that we exist; if He chose to He could end all existence at any given moment.  Job 34:14

34. God’s power extends to the spiritual realm as well, all beings, both men and angels, being under His power and authority.  Job 1:12; Col. 10,15; Rev. 9:1-11, 20:2-3, 7

35. Like Daniel, we should recognize God’s great wisdom and power, knowing that He is in control of human history and is the only One that can provide what is needed.

36. Our standing before Him is based on the person and work of Jesus Christ, the imputation of His perfect righteousness and not on our merits or relative righteousness.  Col. 2:10; ICor. 1:31

37. Daniel recognizes that due to God’s perfect wisdom and power, He is in complete control, and this produces tremendous inner peace and happiness that he expresses in this prayer of thanksgiving.

38. Spiritual orientation to the truth produces happiness in the positive believer that should manifest itself in prayers of gratitude.

2:21 "And it is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men, And knowledge to men of understanding.  {waw + 3ms pron. aWh “for he is”—d.a. + Haphel part.m.s. an"v'  the one changing—d.a. + m.p.n. hd'[i time or periods of time—waw + d.a. + m.p.n. !m;z> seasons, epochs, appointed times, strategic periods in history—Haphel part.m.s. hd'[] to pass or pass over, lit. causes to pass, dethrones—kings—waw + Haphel part.m.s. mWq to stand, lit. causes to stand, establish, appoint—kings—Peal part.m.s. bh;y> giving—d.a. + f.s.n hm'k.x'—pref. l + m.p.n. ~yKix;--waw + d.a. + m.s.n. [D;n>m; knowledge, what is known—pref. l + Peal part.m.p.const. [d;y> the ones knowing or understanding—f.s.n. hn"yBi from a root that means between, the ability to discriminate, the ability to discern between things}
2:22 "It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.  {3 ms. pron. aWh—Peal part.m.s. al'g> revealing—d.a. + f.p.adj. qyMi[; 1X, that which is deep, profound, hard to fathom or figure out—waw + d.a. + Pael pass.part.f.p. rt;s. 2X, root means to hide, this form=those things which are being or have been hidden—Peal part.m.s. [d;y>  knowing—interr.pron. hm' what—pref. b + d.a. + m.s.n %Avx] darkness—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. rAhn> light, that which illuminates or makes things clear—Peal part.m.s. arev. lit. to loosen, to let down baggage at a camp, hence to abide, stay or remain—prep. ~[I + 3ms suff.} 

2:23 "To Thee, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, For Thou hast given me wisdom and power; Even now Thou hast made known to me what we requested of Thee, For Thou hast made known to us the king's matter."  {To you O God of my ancestors—1s pron. hn"a]--Haphel part.m.s  ad;y> 2X, to give thanks or praise—waw + Pael part.m.s. xb;v. 5X, to laud, praise, or adore—rel. part. diy, because—Peal pf 2ms bh'y> to give to, to provide—that wisdom and the power—pref. l + 1s suff.—waw + adv. ![;K. now, at this time—Haphel pf. 2ms + 1s suff [d;y> caused me to know—rel. part. dy + Peal pf 1s a['b. that which we asked, requested or prayed—prep !mi + 2ms suff.—rel. part. diy, because—Haphel pf 2ms + 1p. suff. [d;y> note the change to plural, caused us to know—the matter of the king}
Exposition vs. 21-23

1. The content of Daniel’s prayer gives us a clue concerning the dream and its proper interpretation, focusing as it does on the ability of God, through His power and wisdom, to orchestrate the events of human history.

2. This prayer focuses specifically on the wisdom and power of God as they relate to His sovereign plan.

3. It will become clear from Daniel’s response to Nebuchadnezzar that the king had been concerned with the future events of history as they related specifically to him and his kingdom.

4. The first attribute of power is manifested by His complete control over the events of human history, particularly those events that may appear to be random, those reversals of fortune that give history its unpredictability.

5. There are really only two views of history—the accidental and the planned.

6. If one believes in a sovereign God that formulated a plan, (anthropopathism for omniscience, since God always had His plan) one should have no problem believing in the power of God to execute that plan.

7. In fact, God has made it plain that Even from eternity I am He;…I act and who can reverse it?  Isa. 43:13

8. God demonstrates His sovereign control of history since it is He who changes the times and the epochs.
9. Times and epochs refers to all aspects of history with the following nuances between the two words:

a. Times (!D'[i ‘iddan) expresses the duration of successive periods of time whether long or short.

b. The Greek equivalent of  !D'[ (‘iddan) is cronoj (chronos), from which we get our word chronology.  

c. Times refers to the succession of periods, the length or duration of which are controlled by Christ.

d. Epochs (!m;z>  zeman) also refers to strategic periods of time that bring about crucial changes in the world.  

e. The Greek equivalent is kàairoj (kairos), and both terms refer to periods of time as distinguished by the events of the period or the characteristics of the period.  

10. The LXX reverses the nuance of these two terms and translates times by the Greek kairoj, and the term epochs by the Greek term cronoj.

11. God has sovereign control over time, since He Himself has all time before Him at all times, and controls both linear time and the strategic periods of human history.
12. The same idea is seen in Acts 1:7 where Jesus informs the disciples that their questions about the future are inappropriate, stressing the sovereign control of God over the history of Israel.
13. This power allows Him to orchestrate events as He sees fit, without tampering or interfering with volition in any way.
14. In fact, it was His omniscient view of human history in eternity past that formed the basis for our election.  IPet. 1:1-2
15. The term changes is derived from a word that means to be different and comes to have the idea of make different or alter.
16. How does God alter the events of linear history?  By allowing for the free function of volition and by sovereignly placing people exactly where He wanted them in human history so as to assure complete fulfillment of His purposes.
17. Things happen in a certain order in time for a reason and each of those momentary, seemingly insignificant events in time serve to advance the plan of God in some way, whether people are aware of it or not.
18. God is in control of the duration of the times and the events and characteristics of the times, and He changes these periods according to His timetable for history.

19. When certain points of time occur, there are certain people on the planet doing certain things at that given time because they want to.

20. For instance, Nebuchadnezzar was seeking to fight the Assyrians and ended up in a battle with Egypt, who chose to support the Assyrians and Daniel ended up in captivity in Babylon due to some totally unrelated events.

21. The believer should recognize that the very order that events come to pass in your life have significance; God is in complete control of the very events that occur to you day by day.  Ps. 31:15

22. Further, it should be evident that God has placed people in history as He saw fit, knowing that you and I could advance His plan best if we lived in America in the late 20th century.

23. This sovereign control of history should impact your views on RM/RW, since only God could bring two people together at any given point in history.

24. Therefore, you do not need to pursue RM or RW since God’s plan will advance if you merely function under your priesthood as is appropriate under doctrine.

25. If God cared enough to provide RW for Adam, without Adam doing anything, (first class condition) does it not logically follow that God must do the same for you since He is not a respecter of persons?

26. In regard to the epochs or strategic periods of human history that dramatically affect the course of history, God manifests the same absolute control as He does over the daily events of life.

27. Dispensations do not change at random; they are ordained by God, who orchestrates His plan according to His own will.

28. God sovereignly determines exactly when and where in history an individual event will occur and how long each process or phase of history (which is made up of these individual events) is to endure.

29. God has a timetable for human history, it is 7000 years more or less and is divided dispensationally as follows:  IIPet. 3:8

a. The age of the Gentiles.  Adam to Abraham, ~3950—1875 BC

b. The age of the Jews (Israel).  Abraham to Pentecost, 1875 BC—33 AD

c. The Church age.  Pentecost to the rapture, 33 AD—2000+?

d. The final seven years of the age of Israel.  7 years, beginning at the rapture.

e. The Millennium, the reign of Christ on the earth, begins 7 years following the rapture and extends for 1000 years.

f. The eternal state.  Follows the Millennium and never ends.

30. The author of the book of Hebrews expresses the reality that the existence of time, space and the world itself are things that were accomplished through the eternal Son.  Heb. 1:2

31. As one commentator has aptly said, “God’s revelation of Himself in a sphere whose conditions include time and space, and all things that exist under those conditions, plus these conditions themselves that exist not independently of the Creator, but are His work, His appointed conditions of all created existence including the vast reaches of space and the ages of time, as well as all material objects and all successive events, which furnish out and people that space and time were made by Christ.”
32. The nuance of the Greek term aiwnioj (aionios—ages, worlds) then refers not merely to the vast and magnificent worlds that God has created in the physical universe, but also to the thought of the times and ages through which the plan of God is unfolding.

33. The New Testament revelation makes it plain that all this was not only created for the Son of God, but by Him and He Himself administrates the ages.

34. This truth demonstrates the reality of progressive revelation; Daniel understood clearly that God was in control of all aspects of time but we now know that this falls under the purview of the Son.  Purview is defined as the sphere or fixed limits in which one operates, one’s authority, jurisdiction, etc.
35. Part of divine authority over human history includes the fact that God establishes kings and casts them down.

36. No one in any position of earthly authority is there apart from the will of God and He may, at His discretion, exalt one and remove another.

37. The rulers of earth may imagine that they have attained their power by their own might, but it is only by God’s choice that they are permitted their transient authority.  Job 12:13-21; Ps. 75:7; Jere. 27:5-7; Dan. 4:17

38. Compare this reality to what we observe in our electoral process, with candidates making empty promises, travelling extensively, advertising, spending exorbitant amounts of money to achieve what God already controls.

39. It is this almighty, sovereign ruler of history, orchestrating times and kings, that chooses to communicate His wisdom to His people.

40. The second attribute that Daniel mentions is God’s wisdom, something that he will now elaborate on further.

41. Wisdom refers to the thinking of God, the divine viewpoint of life and is defined by Webster as “the quality of being wise; having the ability to judge soundly and deal in the correct fashion with the facts, especially as they relate to life and conduct; it includes knowledge, and the ability to make proper use of it; perception of the best course and ends in life and the best means; discernment, the ability to discriminate, and judgment; discretion; prudence (cautious foresight).
42. Wisdom is the thinking of God, which is wisdom from above, and which is in contrast to the human viewpoint wisdom of this world which is earthly, natural, and demonic.  Jms. 3:13-17

43. God has made it plain in His word that wisdom is found only with Him and mankind would do well to avail themselves of the wisdom of God, while it is available.  Job 12:13; Prov. 2:6,7

44. Daniel emphasizes the grace aspect in the acquisition of wisdom when he notes that He gives wisdom…
45. God is the true source of knowledge as well, something that the human race in their arrogance has a tendency to overlook.

46. Humans are prone to great pride in the growing body of knowledge regarding the understanding of all natural things and the laws that govern physical existence, something that was prophesied by Daniel.  Dan. 12:4

47. The term hn"ybi (biynah—understanding) comes from a root that emphasizes the ability to discern or discriminate, and emphasizes the capability of comprehending and judging the difference between good and bad, right and wrong, true and false, etc.  

48. The difference between wisdom and knowledge is that knowledge denotes clear perception and acquaintance with the facts, while wisdom deals with the ability to judge and deal soundly and broadly with the facts.

49. Both wisdom and understanding come from God and are obtained by those that have the fear of the Lord, and the inclination (positive volition) to gain these qualities.  Ps. 111:10; Prov. 2:2

50. Both these qualities come from the Word of God, the divine revelation, without which there is nothing certain only the subjective speculation and conjecture that comes from the unregenerate mind.  Prov. 1:1-7

51. As demonstrated by the worldly, wise men of Babylon, the cleverest minds will never understand certain mysteries and only He can reveal the profound and hidden things.
52. The first term translated profound is used only one time in Aramaic and has the nuance of deep, that which is obscure or mysterious, that which is hard to understand or comprehend.

53. While some forms of earthly wisdom and understanding can penetrate things that are shallow or superficial, the revelation of more complex issues requires divine assistance.

54. The second term translated hidden things refers to information that resides with God alone, things to which no human has access apart from divine revelation.  Deut. 29:28

55. This certainly includes information regarding the future events and the future course of human history.

56. God is equally aware of what is in the darkness because the light dwells with Him.  Ps. 139:12; IJn. 1:5

57. Nothing is hidden from God, nothing is truly dark to Him (omniscience applied), but all things are uncovered and stretched fully open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give an account of ourselves.  Jere. 23:24; Heb. 4:13

58. The light refers to that which illumines, a synonym for the divine viewpoint in many passages, the ultimate truth of human and angelic history.  Ps. 119:105, 130; Prov. 6:23

59. Darkness is used in Scripture to describe the state of those who have no doctrine; lack of Bible doctrine means that one does not have the light of God's revelation and is, therefore, in darkness.  Eph. 4:17-18

60. Darkness in this context refers specifically to that which was hidden from Nebuchadnezzar who was an unbeliever, operating under the Satanic, cosmic darkness.

61. While God knows what is in the darkness and is able to bring it to light, it is evident that He chooses to use faithful, godly men to accomplish this task and so He is going to use Daniel to reveal the truth to Nebuchadnezzar.

62. Daniel not only praises God and desires that His name be blessed forever and ever based on his realization that these things are true, it is also due to the fact that God has chosen to deal with Daniel personally.

63. Daniel identifies God as God of my fathers, stressing his spiritual solidarity with his Jewish ancestors that had gone before, such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, etc.

64. His gratitude stems from the fact that the God that possessed wisdom and power beyond human comprehension had chosen to impart some of that wisdom and power to Daniel.

65. He offers up his thanksgiving and praise to God for His intervention in the matter about which the four young men had been praying.

66. Daniel did not lose sight of the fact that God had blessed him specifically because of the concerted effort of his godly friends as he acknowledges you have made known to me what we requested of You.
67. In a remarkable display of the legitimate self-confidence that comes from true humility and faith, he assumes in advance that the knowledge that he had received was absolutely accurate, even before he told it to Nebuchadnezzar.

68. Most believers lack confidence in themselves because they truly lack confidence in God and His word.

69. However, those that will embrace the truth and make Bible doctrine their MPR for life can be assured of incredible spiritual success.

70. God delights in taking the humble, positive person and exalting them in His plan beyond what you could ask or expect.  Ps. 37:34; Prov. 4:8; Jms. 4:10; IPet. 5:6; Isa. 66:2

71. The real blessings and glory in life come from the hand of the Lord and not from human systems of education, wisdom, self-advancement, etc.

72. Not only was Daniel the recipient of tremendous divine revelation, his friends also were blessed with him with the understanding of the dream and its interpretation.  “to us”
2:24 Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows: "Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon! Take me into the king's presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the king."  {hn="D> lbeq\-lK lit. all before this, therefore, because of this—Daniel—Peal pf. 2ms ll'[' to come in, to enter—prep l[; to—Arioch—rel. part. diy, “who”—d.a. + king—Pael pf. 3ms hn"m. to number, Pael is intensive and means to appoint—pref l + Haphel inf.const.db;a; lit. to cause to perish, purpose—to the wise men of Babylon—Peal pf. 3ms  lz:a] to go off—waw + adv. !Ke and thus—he said to him—neg. part. la; + Haphel impf 2ms. db;a; stop your plans to cause the death—pref. l + the wise men of Babylon—Haphel imperv. m.s. + 1s suff. ll;['  cause me to go in—before the king, into his presence—waw + Pael impf 1s hw"x; to reveal, to make plain, to explain—d.a. + m.s.n. rv;P.—to the king}
2:25 Then Arioch hurriedly brought Daniel into the king's presence and spoke to him as follows: "I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can make the interpretation known to the king!"  {adv. !yId;a/ then, afterwards—Arioch—pref. b + Hithpeel inf. const. lh;b. the verb means to be alarmed or dismayed, here used of the manner in which people act that are in such a state, with haste—Haphel pf 3ms. ll;[]  caused to go in—pref. l + Daniel, with reference to Daniel, almost functions as a sign for the direct object –before the king—waw + adv. !ke and thus—he said to him—rel.part. diy, introduces indir. disc.—Haphel pf. 1s xk;v' in Hebrew this term means to lose or forget, in Aramaic it has the opposite meaning, to find—m.s.n. rb;G>--prep. !mi—m.p.n.const. rB; equivalent of Hebrew Ben, son of—d.a. + f.s.n. WlG" exiles—rel.part. diy which—prop.noun dWhy> from Judah—rel.part. diy, “who”—pref. l + d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--Haphel impf. 3ms [d;y> will cause to know—d.a. + m.s.n. rv;P.}
Exposition vs. 24-25

1. At the beginning of verse 24, we find a string of Aramaic words that is used 7 times in the Old Testament and has the nuance of therefore/for this very reason.
2. This phrase is used to denote the complete confidence that Daniel possessed about the fact that God had made the king’s matter known to him.

3. His confidence is seen in the fact that he approaches Arioch and informs him that he has the answer the king is seeking and commands him not to destroy the wise men of Babylon.
4. His command to Arioch not to destroy the wise men is another confirmation that the decree was in the process of being carried out and that the wise men were still being rounded up for public execution.
5. His command to Arioch not to destroy the wise men of Babylon does not indicate that Daniel thought that these were good men and needed to be preserved; rather, it is an admission that they had done nothing worthy of the death sentence that had been pronounced on them by the capricious king.

6. This is an example of blessing by association when the man of God is responsible for the temporal deliverance of others.  Acts 27:24

7. Once Arioch has this information, he wastes no time in bringing Daniel before Nebuchadnezzar.

8. No one had free access to the king except his immediate servants and so an audience with the king was not an easy thing to gain.

9. However, Arioch must have believed Daniel was able to do what he said he could since he hurriedly brought Daniel into the king’s presence.
10. Some have suggested that Arioch was not inclined to perform his bloody task and this accounts for his willingness and haste in presenting Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar.

11. However, more likely he was aware of the previous promise of gifts and a reward and great honor for the one that could declare the dream and its interpretation.  Dan. 2:6

12. It is understandable that Arioch does not give God the credit for the interpretation, but introduces Daniel as a man from the captives of Judah, serving to disassociate Daniel from the wise men that had previously irritated the king.

13. No doubt, his plan was to ingratiate himself with Nebuchadnezzar by bringing the man that could reveal the mystery and receive some form of reward for himself.

14. Arioch, who is a very high ranking officer in Nebuchadnezzar's court is attempting to take as much credit for the solution to Nebuchadnezzar's problem as the situation will allow.

15. His introduction of Daniel suggests that he had been diligently working to bring the answer to the king.

16. His claim that I have found is untrue and is an illegitimate attempt to gain prestige and advance himself in the eyes of the king.

17. This is a perfect example of approbation and power lust in action, being accomplished by the verbal sin of lying and taking credit for something he had not done.

18. Arioch was either unaware of the fact that Daniel had previously been before Nebuchadnezzar or he hopes that the king will not remember the brief meeting.

19. No doubt, Nebuchadnezzar was not overly impressed with one of the wise men coming in and asking for more time since he felt that they were all merely stalling.  Dan. 2:8

20. God had given the dream to Nebuchadnezzar and had provided Daniel to give the interpretation and did not need Arioch’s cheap attempt to advance himself to accomplish His plan.

21. Naturally, Arioch does not give God the credit for the interpretation but places as much emphasis on himself as he can.

22. Attempting to gain human approbation for what we do is a waste of time, even when what we do is legitimate.

23. It is especially stupid to attempt to promote ourselves by claiming credit for things we have not done.  Prov. 25:14

24. We are not to seek self-promotion and personal vindication in time; rather, we are to do what we do as to the Lord and patiently wait for Him to exalt us at the proper time.  Prov. 37:1-11; Matt. 6:1-6; Jms. 4:10; IPet. 5:6

25. Do not fall into the trap of seeking credit and praise from men since it is fleeting and useless even if you are successful.

26. Human approbation and personal advancement from human sources is not satisfying and is certainly is not necessarily permanent.

27. The man that is advanced by other men can certainly be demoted by other men but the man the Lord advances can trust in the fact that God is not capricious and He will support him in place.

28. Arioch's claim is in stark contrast to Daniel's statement that gives all the credit to God and minimizes human contribution.  Dan. 2:28,30

29. It does appear that Arioch, despite is obvious self-serving, had some degree of confidence in the fact that Daniel could do what he said he could and so brings him into see Nebuchadnezzar.

2:26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, "Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen and its interpretation? "  {the king answered and said to Daniel—rel.part. diy “whose”—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. ~vu—Belteshazzar—interrog. part. h] + adv. yt;yai does it exist, can you + 2ms suff.—Peal part. m.s. lh;k. to be able, lit. does it exist to you the ability—pref. l + Haphel inf.const. + 1s suff. [d;y> to cause me to know—d.a. + m.s.n. ~l,xe—rel. part. “which”—Peal pf. 1s hz:x]  I saw, or have seen—waw + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff rv;P.}
2:27 Daniel answered before the king and said, "As for the mystery about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians,  nor diviners are able to declare it to the king.  {Daniel answered in the presence of the king (NJB “facing the king”) and said—d.a. + m.s.n zr'—rel. part. diy “about which”—the king—Peal part. m.s. laev, is asking—neg.part. al'—m.p.n. ~yKix;--m.p.n. @v;a'—m.p.n. ~jor>x;--Peal part.m.p. rz:g>  the root meaning is to cut, or determine, determiners, NJB calls them exorcists—Peal part. m.p. lkey>  are able ones—pref. l + Haphel inf.const. hw"x; to cause to show, hence to explain or interpret—to the king}
2:28 "However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days. This was your dream and he visions in your mind while on your bed.  {conj. ~r;B. nevertheless, yet, however—adv. yt;yai there exists, there is—m.s.n Hl'a/--pref. b + d.a. + m.dual.n. !yIm;v.—Peal part. m.s. hl;G. revealing—m.p.n. zr'—waw + Haphel pf. 3ms [d;y>  he caused to know—to the king, Nebuchadnezzar—interrog.pron. hm'—supply it is—rel.part. diy “that”—Peal impf. 3ms. hy"h; will become—pref. b + f.s.n. tyrIx]a; 1X, after, last or end—d.a. + m.p.n. ~Ay –m.s.adj. hn"D> near demons. “this”—3m.s. pron. aWh here is an example of the pronoun functioning as a copula, the “to be” verb—d.a. + m.s.n + 2ms suff. ~l,xe—waw + m.p.n. const. Wzx/ that which is seen, a vision—m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. vare of your head, “in your mind”—prep. l[;--m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. bK;v.mi the verb means to lie down, this noun is the place where one lies, a bed}
Exposition vs. 26-28

1. Nebuchadnezzar does not even react to the attempt of Arioch to gain favor and turns and addresses Daniel 

2. Some have wondered if the king now remembered the first meeting with Daniel but the evidence is inconclusive.

3. Daniel’s Babylonian name is understandably inserted here as a means of proper identification.

4. Some have suggested that this indicates that Daniel was known to the Jews by his given name and known to the Chaldean king only under the name that he had given Daniel.

5. Nebuchadnezzar asks somewhat incredulously whether Daniel could actually describe his dream when he inquires of him, Are you able to make know to me the dream?
6. Nebuchadnezzar’s amazement is fully justified since there was not one wise man that was able to do this impossible task.

7. The force of his question is “What, are you willing to undertake this task that all your superiors and seniors were unable to accomplish?”
8. The less likely it appeared to Nebuchadnezzar that Daniel could make good on his promise, the more God was glorified by enabling him to do the impossible.

9. This demonstrates that God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things that are strong so that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves.  ICor. 1:28; IICor. 4:7

10. The Aramaic phrasing "Does there exist in you the ability..." places the emphasis on Daniel's personal talent and ability, which was all Nebuchadnezzar could fathom.

11. Daniel’s response is a masterpiece of grace orientation, setting the events in their proper light and giving God the glory for this revelation.

12. Since Daniel was completely versed in all the religion and mysteries of the Chaldeans, he could authoritatively declare the absolute impossibility of these men solving the king’s problem.

13. He cites all the classes of the “wise men” to indicate that no branch of Babylonian religious superstition could possibly have met the king’s need.

14. Since these are the most brilliant men in the kingdom from the standpoint of human wisdom, it follows that this revelation is beyond the ability of mortal men.

15. People are impressed with man, his accomplishments, his intellect, his achievements, etc. but God is not impressed with man; He is impressed only with Himself.  Ps. 118:8-9, 146:3; Isa. 2:22

16. In one sense, Daniel’s comments here have the effect of somewhat defending these men from the wrath of the king while at the same time affirming their impotence.

17. The last class of astrologers (diviners in the New American Standard translation) are literally the ones dividing, a reference to the practice which astrologers follow when they divide the heavens into sections (they consider parts of the heavens to be of particular significance or power in determining men’s destinies).

18. Daniel uses the reference to this category of occult practitioners to introduce the One who is able to reveal secrets: the God of the heavens.

19. Implicit in Daniel's statement is the idea that the false gods of the Babylonian religion are also powerless in these matters and are totally helpless to reveal anything.

20. Since the Babylonian priests and wise men are powerless, it follows that their gods and their system of worship are powerless.

21. Daniel informs Nebuchadnezzar that the God of the heavens has chosen to impart this revelation to him and that his dream concerned what would take place in the latter days.
22. The phrase in the latter days is only used here in the Aramaic, but has a Hebrew equivalent that is used 13 times.

23. Daniel is clearly using the Aramaic expression in the same sense as it Hebrew counterpart; and, accordingly, its definition should be based on Hebrew usage.

24. This phrase is found as early as Genesis 49:1 and all usages focus on the Messianic kingdom.

25. Based on scriptural usage, it is clear that the term the latter days is technical for a particular period of time that is regarded as the consummation of the prophetic word, culminating in the establishment of the Messianic kingdom.  Num. 24:14ff; Deut. 4:30; Isa. 2:2; Ezek. 38:16; Dan. 10:14; Hos. 3:5; Mic. 4:1

26. In our context, the phrase covers the period of time in which the major Gentile world powers dominate the civilized world beginning with the kingdom of Babylon and culminating with the Revived Roman Empire (RRE) and the establishment of the kingdom of Christ.

27. The term end of the days does not refer to this entire period, but to the end times as related to Israel and their Messiah.  Isa. 2:2; Mic. 4:1

28. Like the rest of the Old Testament, this prophecy indicates nothing about the mystery dispensation of the Church age, skipping from the rule of Rome to the time of the Revived Roman Empire (aka, The Common Market nations, the EEC). 

29. Therefore, this phrase is directing our attention (and Nebuchadnezzar's) to the final great world kingdom that is revealed in the dream: the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, the Millennial Kingdom.

30. Daniel makes it plain that this was not just some idle dream of no consequence but a divine revelation given from the One that understands and knows all things.

31. It does seem clear that Nebuchadnezzar recognized that the dream was of some significance and he was mentally disturbed at his lack of ability to comprehend the dream or its meaning.

32. Daniel is now ready to reveal to Nebuchadnezzar what he so desperately wanted to understand, with the clear understanding that the God of Heaven had provided both the dream and the one to interpret it.

33. The reason for all this, the dream and the difficulty in finding the proper interpretation, stems from the fact that Nebuchadnezzar wanted to know what only God could know.

34. He was positive at God consciousness, although he is an unbeliever at this point, and the interpretation of the dream, culminating as it does with the kingdom of Christ, was the means by which this man was going to be evangelized.

Doctrine of God Consciousness

2:29 "As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future; and the Revealer of  mysteries has made known to you what will take place.  {2s pron. T.n>a You—the king—prep. l[;--m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. bK;v.mi—m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. !Ay[.r; a thought, what one thinks—Peal pf. 3mp. qlis. 7X, to come up, to ascend, these thought arose—interrog.pron. hm'—supply it is—rel.part. diy “that”—Peal impf. 3ms hy"h;--prep. yrex]a; after—near demons.pron. hn"D> this—waw + Peal part.m.s. hl'G> to reveal, the One revealing, the Revealer—the mysteries—Haphel pf. 3ms + 2ms suff. [d;y> has caused you to know--ydI-hm' what it is that—Peal impf. 3ms hy"h;} 
2:30 "But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living man, but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may understand the thoughts of your mind.  

{waw + 1s pron. hn"a] now, me; but as for me—the mystery—near demons. pron. hn"D>--neg. al'--Peil pf. 3ms hl'G>  intensive, completely revealed—pref l + 1s suff—pref. b + f.s.n. hm'k.x' on account of any wisdom—rel.part. diy “that”—adv. yt;yai there exists, there is—pref. b + 1s suff. in me—prep !mi—m.s.n.const. lKo—d.a. + m.p.adj. yx; the living ones—conj. !hel' therefore, not translated—prep. l[; + f.s.n.const. hr'b.DI for the reason or cause—rel.part. diy, indir. disc.—Haphel pf. 3mp [d;y.  they may cause you to know.. “they?”—the king—the interpretation—waw + Peal impf. 2ms. [d;y>--m.p.n. const. !Ay[.r; 6X, thoughts—m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. bb;l. heart or mind} 
Exposition vs. 29-30

1. The dream of Nebuchadnezzar is referred to as the visions of your mind in verse 28 and demonstrates that this dream was an extraordinary visual phenomenon.

2. This phrase is to be distinguished from the phrases in verse 29 and 30 about your thoughts, which refers to the things Nebuchadnezzar was thinking prior to the dream and the things he thought about following the dream, as he sought to understand the meaning of it.

3. Daniel informs the king that God had made plain to him what it was that had prompted this dream as he tells Nebuchadnezzar what he was thinking about just before he went to sleep that night.

4. Nebuchadnezzar had enjoyed a meteoric rise to power as one of the greatest conquerors and monarchs of the ancient world.

5. He had begun his brilliant career while his father was still alive, but after his father’s death, he had quickly consolidated his gains and established himself as the absolute ruler over the Babylonian Empire.

6. He ruled over all of southwest Asia and there was not any real rival worthy of consideration at that time, although Nebuchadnezzar was still relatively young.

7. It was certainly understandable that he would be somewhat concerned with his kingdom and what would take place in the future.
8. We know that Nebuchadnezzar had for some time been troubled by dreams, so much so that he had become an insomniac. Dan. 2:1

9. One night he was lying in bed wondering about what the future held and, when he finally did fall asleep, God placed a dream in his mind which, when properly interpreted, would answer his questions.

10. Nebuchadnezzar's meditation on the future must not be confused with the dream that followed.

11. God had taken note of his curiosity and concern about what the future held and provided more information than Nebuchadnezzar could ever have imagined.

12. While the questions were Nebuchadnezzar's, the answers were provided by God and demonstrate His gracious willingness to reveal His plan to those that are interested.

13. If God would provide this type of revelation to Nebuchadnezzar, an unbeliever at that time, will He not certainly provide all the information we need to function honorably before Him?  Matt. 7:7-11; Eph. 3:20

14. Daniel uses a title for God which reveals both His omniscience and His grace: The Revealer of mysteries

a. His omniscience because He knows all deep and hidden things.

b. His grace because He chooses to let men in on His plans for the ages.

15. The mysteries or secrets specifically refer to the things that will come to pass in the future, things that only God knows since He knows the end from the beginning.  Isa. 46:10

16. The fact that the eternal, omniscient God had chosen to reveal His plan to Nebuchadnezzar should have caused him to be awed and grateful but, as we shall observe, such was not the case.

17. It was God who selected Nebuchadnezzar to receive the dream and Daniel to interpret it and both selections were made on a grace basis, not due to any personal merit residing in either man.

18. While Daniel had Nebuchadnezzar's full attention, he emphasizes that this dream was a means of Divine revelation, the purpose of which was to let Nebuchadnezzar understand his questions about the future.

19. Before proceeding to the dream, Daniel once again emphasizes that the secret had not come from him because of any natural wisdom that he possessed but that it had been revealed to him.
20. Daniel demonstrates his grace orientation by simply stating that he was not favored with this understanding due to his human greatness, explaining that he was no different or better than any other human being.
21. There was precisely one reason that God had chosen to reveal the dream and its interpretation to Daniel and that was to be a blessing to the king.
22. The Aramaic of verse 30 actually contains a plural that is unexpressed in the English translations, and would literally be translated they will cause you to know the interpretation.
23. This has caused some fruitless speculation that angels are in view, but it is actually just an impersonal form of expression designed to minimize the person of Daniel.
24. The ultimate purpose for providing an understanding of the dream is seen at the end of verse 30 and it was so Nebuchadnezzar could understand the thoughts of his mind.
25. There is nothing more frustrating than having a problem that causes you mental distress because you cannot arrive at a solution and this is precisely the situation in which Nebuchadnezzar found himself.
26. An understanding of the doctrine contained in the dream will have a calming effect on volatile monarch as he obtains the understanding he so desperately sought.
2:31 "You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome.  {2ms pron. T.n>a;--d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--Peal part. m.s. hz"x; looking, beholding—Peal pf. 2ms. hy"h] to become, used with part. to denote a state—waw + interjection Wla] behold—adj.m.s. dx; one, a single—adj.m.s. ayGIf; great, much, large—m.s.n. ~lec. image—d.a. + m.s.n ~lec.—adj.c.s. !KeDI that—

supply which was—adj.m.s br;--waw + m.s.n + 3ms. suff. wyzI seems to have the nuance of white, that which is bright —adj.m.s. ryTiy: preeminent, surpassing, extreme, an extremely bright image—Peal part. m.s. mWq standing—pref. l + prep. + 2ms suff. lbeq\ to before you—waw + m.s.n + 3ms suff. wre 2X, appearance—Peal pass.part.m.s. lx;D>  verb means to being, being feared, LXX uses foberoj (phoberos, that which is feared, that which dreadful, terrifying, formidable, imposing, etc.} 

2:32 "The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze,  {m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff vare—3ms pron. aWh “that”—d.a. + m.s.n ~lec.—rel. part. yDI which was—m.s.n. bh;D> gold—adj.m.s. bj' good, fine—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. ydIx] chest or breast—f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff--[r'D> arms—rel. part. yDI which was—m.s.n @s;K.—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. y[im. belly or abdomen—waw + f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. hk'r>y: loin, thigh or flank—rel. part. diy which were—m.s.n vx'n> brass or bronze}

2:33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.  {f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff qv' 1X, lower leg, below the knee, shins—rel.part. diy which were—m.s.n lz<r>P; iron—f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. lg<r,--prep. !mi + 3ms suff. from it—which were--m.s.n lz<r>P; iron—waw + prep. !mi + 3ms suff. from it—rel.part. diy, which were—m.s.n @s;x] clay, potsherd, probably clay that was already worked into shape as opposed to soft clay}
2:34 "You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay, and crushed them.  {Peal pf. 2ms hy"h]  lit. and you became—Peal part. ms. hz"x]  looking, periphrastic—prep. d[; as far as, until—rel. part. diy, which—f.s.n !b,a, a stone—Hithpeel pf. 3fs rz:G> to cut, cut off or cut out—rel. part. diy which—neg. al'—pref. b + f.dual.n. dy:--Peal pf. 3fs. ax'm. 4X, to strike or hit something, can have the nuance of kill—pref. l + d.a. + image—on its feet which were of the iron and the clay—Haphel pf 3fs. qq;D>  lit. caused to break into pieces, crushed—3m.p. pron. !AMhi them, the feet}
2:35 "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.  {!yId;aBe then—the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold—Peal pf. 3mp qq;D> shattered, crushed—pref. k + f.s.n dx] according to one, “at the same time”—waw + Peal pf. 3mp. hy"h; became—pref. K + m.s.n. rW[ 1X, chaff—prep. !mi + m.p.n.const. rD;ai 1X, threshing floor of—m.s.n. jyIq; 1X, summer—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. x;Wr similar to Hebrew, wind or spirit—Peal pf. 3ms. af'n>  to lift up, carry away, take away, here to blow away—3mp pron. !AMhi them—waw “so that”—neg. al' + Hithpeel pf. 3ms xk;v. to be found—m.s.n.const lKo all of— m.s.n. rt;a] trace or place—pref l + 3mp. suff for them—

and the stone which struck the image or statue—Peal pf. 3fs hy"h;--pref. l direct object—m.s.n. rWj mountain—m.s.adj. br great—Peal pf 3fs al'm. to fill—m.s.n.const. lKo—d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a]}
Exposition vs. 31-35

1. Daniel now begins to give a description of the dream and the things that Nebuchadnezzar saw in that dream that were so troubling to him.

2. The Aramaic at the beginning of verse 31 employs a finite form of the verb hw"h; (hawah—to become or to be) with a participle for seeing or observing in order to indicate that this was a state.

3. In other words, the thoughts that Nebuchadnezzar had just before falling asleep when he pondered the future were translated into this dream, where he is pictured in a state of peering into the future, seeking to ascertain what will happen.

4. Therefore, like many dreams, Nebuchadnezzar was transported into another dimension or plane of existence, in which he was cognizant of being there and not cognizant of being asleep, as he was in reality.

5. The first and only thing Nebuchadnezzar observed was a gigantic statue or image that was comprised of four different metals that had tremendous luster.

6. Nebuchadnezzar must have known immediately that Daniel was no charlatan and that his explanation of what the king had seen was right on point.

7. That single statue was so immense or large in size that it was overwhelming to see, even for Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest ruler of his time.

8. Nebuchadnezzar is not pictured in the dream as seeing this colossal image from a distance, which would be overwhelming enough, but is pictured as being dwarfed by this as he stood right in front of it.  

9. In addition to the awe-inspiring size of the statue, it was also remarkable for its brilliant appearance, in that it apparently reflected light.

10. The total effect of the image was summed up in the passive participle lh;D>  (dehal), which indicated that the sight of this was terrifying, awesome, or something that generated substantial fear, even for the great leader and fearless king of Babylon.

11. Once Daniel had impressed Nebuchadnezzar with the fact that he knew what he was talking about, he proceeded to describe the metallic character of the image.

12. While it is not explicitly stated, it is obvious that this statue had the form of a normal human.

13. Daniel begins with the top of the image, which was composed of pure gold, while the upper chest and arms were comprised of silver.

14. The abdomen and upper portion of the loins were made from bronze, while the thighs and lower leg around the calf were made of iron.

15. The statue had feet, as most normal humans do, and the feet were comprised partly of iron and partly of potter’s clay.

16. The one question that some have asked is whether the clay is found in its soft form or in the more hardened form after being worked by the potter?

17. It actually makes little difference but verse 41 states that it was potter’s clay, suggesting that it had been fired and was in a more brittle state.

18. The same periphrastic construction is used in verse 34 to indicate that Nebuchadnezzar was immersed in this state of staring at this magnificent representation of the human form.

19. These two constructions (vs. 31,34) stress the fact that, although dreams are timeless from the standpoint of reality, his continual looking suggests that time is passing by.

20. As Nebuchadnezzar continues to ponder this overwhelming sight, he observes a stone breaking itself out of a mountain (not mentioned here but mentioned in verse 45) and then striking the statue on its feet.

21. The fact that the stone performs this action itself (the Hithpeel stem is reflexive), the divine aspect of this drama is seen in the phrase without hands.
22. The stone must have paled in comparison to the size of the gigantic statue and there is nothing to suggest that it would have posed any danger to the metal colossus.

23. However, when the stone struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, it not only crushed the iron and clay but all the other metals were crushed all at the same time.
24. The image collapsed into a pile of rubble that is likened to the chaff of the summer threshing floor
25. The chaff refers to the outer husks of grains or grasses that is separated from the seed, which is valuable, by threshing and winnowing.

26. In ancient times, grain was winnowed in the East on an elevated space in the open air, by throwing the grain into the air with a shovel, so that the wind might clear away the worthless chaff.

27. The rubble was completely eliminated by the wind so that not a trace of them was found.
28. The colossal, impressive statue that was horrifying to observe is now completely eliminated from existence.

29. However, the small stone that came from the mountain itself grew into a great mountain and filled the entire earth.

30. While we will deal with the actual interpretation of these verses in the verses that follow, we will make some observations about the dream and the significance of the details.

31. First, the statue is symbolic and is used to portray the reality of future history, particularly the reality of Gentile world powers.

32. The extraordinary splendor of the statue, as represented by the various metals that compose the individual parts of it, portrays the tremendous earthly glamour that the various kingdoms possessed in time.

33. The enormous size of the statue represents the vast land areas that these empires will dominate and control.

34. The component parts of the statue, based on the metal from which each section of the anatomy was constructed, each represent a different Gentile world power beginning with Nebuchadnezzar and continuing until the time of the second advent.

35. The material from which each section is constructed is of great importance because each material symbolizes the characteristics of the kingdom it represents.

a. Gold: the head.

b. Silver: the breast and arms.

c. Bronze (brass): the belly and thighs.

d. Iron: the lower legs.

e. Iron and clay: the feet.

36. Some important observations about the statue:

a. Only the gold is a united whole (the head); the silver is divided into breast and arms; the brass is divided into abdomen and thighs; there are two legs which are made of iron and two feet which are composed of iron mixed with clay.

b. The value of the metals decreases from head to foot.

c. The preciousness, weight, and specific gravity of the metals decreases from head to foot—the specific gravity: gold, 19; silver, 11; brass, 8.5; iron, 7.8.

d. While the metals decrease in weight, they increase in hardness from head to foot; the feet are an exception to the increase in hardness because they are composed partly of iron and partly of clay.

37. Therefore, the image is both top heavy and weak in the feet.

38. It is very important to note that the stone stuck the statue with tremendous impact on its feet and the destruction was not a gradual process, but a sudden catastrophic event.

39. The stone that destroyed the statue became a great mountain that filled the whole earth--mountains symbolizing greater kingdoms in the Word of God and hills symbolizing lesser kingdoms.

40. The stone cut without human hands from the mountain (the mountain refers to the eternal kingdom of God) refers to the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ and the fact that this stone grew into a mountain portrays the reality of the millennial kingdom.

41. That God, or His kingdom, is portrayed as a rock is a regular feature of the scriptures and focuses on the attribute of immutability.  Deut. 32:4,15,18; Ps 81:16, 89:26, Isa. 30:29

42. Jesus Christ is observed in that same character is such passages as Ps. 118:22; Mk. 12:1-11; ICor. 10:4; IPet. 2:4-8

2:36 "This was the dream; now we shall tell its interpretation before the king.  {near demons.pron. hn"D>--d.a. + m.s.n. ~l,xe—waw + Peal impf. 1p rm;a]—m.s.n.const. + 1s suff. rv;P.—prep. ~d'q\--d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,}   

2:37 "You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength, and the glory;  {2s pron. T.n>a; you—d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--m.s.n. %l,m,--d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,  lit. king of the kings—rel. part. yDI not really translated--pref. l + 2ms suff. lit. to you—m.s.n Hl'a/--d.a. + m.dual.n. !yIm;v.—Peal pf. 3ms bh'y>--d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m; the kingdom, kingly authority, sovereignty—d.a. + m.s.n !sex/ 4X, the related Hebrew word emphasizes strength and riches—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. @q'T. strength or might—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. rq'y> the Hebrew term means to be precious or valuable, honor}      
2:38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.  {waw + pref. b + m.s.n.const. lKo—rel.part. yDI lit. and in all [places] which—m.s.n.const. rB;--d.a. + m.s.n. vn"a/--Peal part.m.p. rwD to dwell, live or reside—f.s.n.const. aw"yxe lit. living things, beasts, animals—d.a. + m.s.n. rB; field—waw + m.s.n. @A[ fowl or birds—d.a. + m.dual.n. !yIm;v.—

Peal pf. 3ms bh'y>--pref. b + f.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. dy: into your hand, under your authority—waw + Haphel pf 3ms. + 2ms suff. jlev. lit. caused you to rule or be in power—pref. b + m.s.n.const. + 3mp suff. lKo—2s pron. T.n>a;--3s pron. acts as a copula aWh—d.a. + m.s.n. vare—rel.part. yDI which is, not translated—d.a. + m.s.n bh;D>}
2:39 "And after you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth.  {waw + pref. b + m.s.n. const. + 2ms suff. rt;a] lit and in your place—Peal pf. 3fs mWq will stand, will arise—f.s.n. WKl.m; a kingdom—adj.f.s. !r'x\a' another—f.s.n. [r;a] lit. earth or ground—prep. !mi + 2ms suff.—then a kingdom, a third, another—rel. part. yDI which is—d.a. + m.s.n. vx'n> --rel.part. yDI—Peal impf. 3fs jl;v. will rule—pref. b + m.s.n.const. lKo—d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a]} 

2:40 "Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these in pieces.  {waw + Peal impf. hw"h; will become, will be—f.s.n WKl.m;-- adj.f.s. y['ybir> a fourth—adj.f.s. @yQiT; similar to word in vs. 37 strong, mighty, hard—pref. k + d.a. + m.s.n. lz<r>P; iron—yDI lbeq\-lK used regularly, forasmuch, inasmuch, because—the iron—Haphel part.m.s. qq;D>  causing to break into pieces, pulverizes—waw + Peal part.m.s. lv;x; to subdue, crush or shatter—d.a. + m.s.n lKo the all, everything—and like the iron—rel.part. yDI which—Pael part.m.s. [[;r> intensive stem, totally crushes or shatters—Aphel impf.3fs qq;D crush—waw + Peal impf. 3fs. [[;r> and shatter--m.s.n.const. lKo—m.s.adj. !yLeai these}
Exposition vs. 36-40

1. Daniel makes it clear to Nebuchadnezzar that he is now moving away from the dream proper and beginning to make known the correct interpretation of the details of the dream.

2. As with all scripture, the difference between accurate, conclusive understanding of the plan of God and walking in darkness or obscurity is the attention to, and understanding of, the details.

3. It is the details of a plan that make it either successful or unsuccessful; and it is the understanding of the details that makes one able to execute the particulars of a plan to a successful conclusion.

4. The reason that most fundamentalist Christians do not grasp the realities of the plan of God is simply due to the fact that they are not taught at a sufficient level to provide them the insight that is needed to correctly apprehend God’s plan.

5. Lacking insight as to the particulars of the plan of God most certainly guarantees that they cannot and will not be successful in the application department.  Isa. 5:13; Hos. 4:6

6. Since most do not understand the nature of salvation Ph1, it is fruitless to believe that they are going to grasp the concepts related to the STA, securing the filling of the Holy Spirit, Divine good production, SG3, and all that is necessary for that.

7. Only as one is sufficiently and accurately taught under the principle of the local church, the pastor-teacher, correct hermeneutics, etc. and processes that information according to the GAP system, can he hope to achieve spiritual growth, correct application and, ultimate maturity with it accompanying rewards.

8. Many have been puzzled by the use of the plural in verse 36, but a similar construction was employed in verse 30 and, once again, it is used to minimize the person of Daniel.

9. Nebuchadnezzar is designated the king of kings, not as the King of kings, Christ. 

10. While this has bothered some people, it was a customary title for the monarchs of the Oriental world.  Ezra 7:12

11. While the identical phrasing is not used, the Hebrew text uses a very similar designation for Nebuchadnezzar in Ezekiel 26:7.

12. Verses 37-38 identify the golden head of the statue with Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Empire, indicating that the upper part of the statue was present historically at that time.

13. One thing that will be very evident in the interpretation of the dream is that there is a chronological element to the interpretation of the statue and the kingdoms it portrays.

14. The head is mentioned first in the explanation partially for the reason that it was then present, and partially because the Hebrew and Aramaic terms are often used to mean beginning.

15. The Babylonians believed that their god, Marduk, was the creator of the earth and that all of creation, including men, animals, and birds, belonged to him.

16. The Babylonian king was believed to be the personal representative of Marduk and was thus viewed as ruling all of Marduk's creation.

17. Every year the Babylonians held a gigantic New Years festival; during this festival, the reigning king was annually enthroned as the earthly representative of the god and their epic of creation was recited in honor of the so-called creator, Marduk.

18. Nebuchadnezzar was a follower of Marduk and had himself been declared the earthly ruler of Marduk's creation.

19. Daniel mentions none of this cosmic, religious hocus pocus, but directly informs Nebuchadnezzar that the same God of Heaven that revealed the mystery of his dream was also the One that decreed that he should rule.

20. If Nebuchadnezzar was paying attention, Daniel has indicated that the God of Heaven is both omniscient (revealing that which cannot be known) and sovereign, bestowing authority on whom He pleases in the course of human history.

21. No earthly ruler, much less one as powerful as Nebuchadnezzar ever rules apart from the derived authority that God delegates.

22. Daniel mentions four specific things that have been given (emphasizes God’s grace in the matter of political power as well) to Nebuchadnezzar:

a. The kingdom emphasizes the land and people over which one has dominion, the power to govern and control.

b. The power indicates the ability to bind or hold things together and includes the idea of wealth and property as well.

c. The strength comes from a root (@qeT' taqeph) which means to overpower; strength therefore, includes the idea of the ability to overpower and denotes the military strength to overcome enemies.

d. The glory comes from a root that means to be heavy and denotes the honor and esteem that comes to one with a notable reputation, emphasizing the known splendor and prosperity of the king.

23. Verses 37-38 tell Nebuchadnezzar that it is not his demonic, pagan god that has given him the authority to rule the entire earth, but rather it is the God of the heavens who has given him the authority to rule and the blessings attendant to that.

24. The extent of his dominion is seem in verse 38 and included every place that the sons of men dwell, or the beasts…or the birds…
25. This does not make it necessary for Nebuchadnezzar to rule the entire planet, as some have wrongly suggested, but it does make plain that Nebuchadnezzar had the right to rule everywhere by divine sanction.

26. It was not necessary for him to actually control the entire surface of the earth, the men, the beasts, and the fowls of the air, but it is designed to demonstrate that he is in supreme authority as much as any man could be.

27. The phrase the sons of men is purposely broad and may be translated, as it is in Daniel 5:21, as mankind, to denote that Nebuchadnezzar would surpass every kingdom of his time.

28. In fact, there was no kingdom or monarch that even came close to rivaling his power or authority during that time in history.

29. The phrasing in verse 38 about the authority of Nebuchadnezzar is reminiscent of the authority that was delegated to Adam, which was originally designed for man but forfeited due to his sin.  Gen. 1:26,28

30. This dominion was then delegated to temporal world rulers, such as Nebuchadnezzar, who will continue to exercise their authority until it is taken from them at the Second Advent.

31. Note that Daniel does not approach Nebuchadnezzar in some obsequious manner, but fearlessly declares to him that he owes all his power to the God of Heaven, who has given all this into your hand.
32. The final statement of verse 38 that Nebuchadnezzar is the head of gold is not a reference to him personally, but to the fact that the empire is personified in its ruler.

33. The head of gold is the only portion of the statue that that is a unified whole and it is obviously comprised of the most valuable of materials known to man.
34. This is designed to demonstrate that, as far as kingdoms go, Nebuchadnezzar had the ideal type of rule, totally autonomy and unchallenged authority.
35. He was the absolute, unquestioned ruler of his kingdom, rendering no allegiance to any previous law and exalting his will to be the final word on any matter.  Dan. 2:38, 5:18-19
36. In one sense, Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was an earthly preview of the final kingdom that will rule the entire world, the kingdom of Christ, Who will exhibit the same unchallenged control of His kingdom.
37. Daniel now moves to the next element of the statue, the breast and arms of silver, which elements are declared to be another kingdom that will arise that is inferior to you.

38. When we speak of the inferior nature of the kingdoms that follow, we are not suggesting that they are inferior in size or duration (quite the opposite); but they are inferior in the sense of centralization of absolute power.
39. The degradation of metal, going as it does from the most valuable to the next most valuable, coupled with the fact that this kingdom is viewed as divided and not a unified whole as the head was, is designed to teach a progressive division of the sovereign power that Nebuchadnezzar enjoyed.
40. From his perspective, he had the luxury of total sovereign power, something that was not true in the Medo-Persian Empire, or the other ones that follow.  Dan. 5:18-19, 6:12

41. Just as the head controls the rest of the body, so did the Babylonian Empire continue to exert influence on each subsequent empire.

42. The rulers and total length of rule for the Babylonian Empire is broken down as follows:

a. Nabopolassar 626-605 BC

b. Nebuchadnezzar 605-562 BC

c. Evil-Merodach (aka Amel-Marduk)  562-560 BC

d. Neriglissar (aka Nergal-shar-usur) 560-556 BC

e. Labashi-Marduk 556-555 BC

f. Nabonidus/Belshazzar 555-539 BC

43. The progressive increase in the hardness of the metals from head to feet portrays the respective increase in the military strength of each kingdom, with each kingdom possessing the necessary might to subdue the previous one.

44. While the Persians governed more land than the Babylonians and had a more powerful military, they are proclaimed by the Word of God to be inferior to the head of gold in terms of the authority of the kingdom.

45. During the rise and fall of the Babylonian Empire, two closely related groups were struggling for power in Persia: the Medes and the Persians.

46. The leaders of the two young nations were cousins who sometimes fought each other, but were always hostile to outsiders.

47. The Medes arose first and were for a period of time the greater of the two nations; the Persians later became the more prominent and powerful nation, which soon defeated and absorbed the Medes.  Dan. 8:3-4

48. The division of the silver into the breasts and arms portrays the duality of the kingdom.

49. The reigning monarch of the Medo-Persian Empire lacked the absolute autocratic power of the Babylonian kings because the nobles of both the Medes and the Persians shared the government with the king, the Persians considering the nobles to be equal to the king in rank but not in office.

50. Cyrus the Great of Persia, who reigned from 559-530 BC, conquered Babylon in 539 BC and actually had much less absolute power than did Nebuchadnezzar.

51. Nebuchadnezzar ruled as an absolute monarch by Divine decree; his was a God-derived autocracy.  Dan. 2:38

52. The Persian Empire, absorbing the Median Empire, exercised dominion from 539-330 BC, when they were conquered by Alexander the Great, and their leaders are as follows:

a. Cyrus the Great 559-530 BC

b. Cambyses 530-522 BC

c. Gaumata and civil war 522 BC

d. Darius 521-485 BC

e. Xerxes I 485-465 BC

f. Artabunus 465 BC

g. Artaxerxes Longimanus 465-424 BC

h. Xerxes II 424-404 BC

i. Artaxerxes II Mnemon 404-358 BC

j. Artaxerxes III Ochus 358-338 BC

k. Darius Codomannus 336-331 BC

53. In 333 BC, Darius Codomannus was defeated in the battle of Issus, and again in the battle of Gaugamela in 331 BC, effectively ending Persian power.

54. The conqueror was none other than the third kingdom of bronze that was headed by Alexander the Great.

55. His father, Philip of Macedon, had began a conquest of Greece and at the battle of Chaeronea had beaten the Athenians and their allies due to the military prowess of his 18 year old son, Alexander.

56. When Philip died in 336 BC, Alexander quickly consolidated his power and set out to conquer the world, having apparently inherited much of his father’s brilliance, courage, intelligence, arrogance, and ambition.

57. In 334 BC, Alexander, who hated the Persians with a vengence, crossed over into Asia Minor to begin his conquest of Persia, the empire that sprawled over most of the known world.  Dan. 8:5-8

58. Once he had gained the victory over the Persian Empire, eventually taking Babylon in 330 BC, Alexander continued to expand his territory eastward until he ruled the world from Greece to Bactria, at the foot of the western Himalayas near Pakistan.

59. While he conquered the Persian Empire and pushed as far east as India, winning more territory than any previous conqueror, his empire was, however, politically inferior to both Babylon and Persia. 

60. History confirms that the Medo-Persian Empire and the Greek Empire that followed lacked the central authority and the fine organization that characterized the Babylonian Empire.

61. By 324 BC, Alexander returned to Babylon, hailed as the king of the world (in fact, he commanded that he should be called by that title), and began to lay down his strategies for consolidating the power in his gigantic empire.

62. In one sense, Alexander the Great did what Nebuchadnezzar did not do, although he was ruler by divine right, and that was to actually conquer and rule over all the earth.
63. However, in 323 BC, he fell ill to a mysterious fever and died, leaving his massive empire to be divided among the four leaders that had made their presence known by 315 BC: Antigonus, who occupied the country from the Mediterranean to central Asia; Cassander, who ruled Macedonia; Ptolemy Lagi, who ruled Egypt and Southern Syria; and Lysimachus, ruler of Thrace.  Dan. 8:8

64. The Greek Empire continued to have a divided rule, symbolized by the two thighs of bronze, until the time Rome finally consolidated its power and defeated the final two divisions of Greek power, Egypt and Syria.

65. The final kingdom, comprised of iron, represents the Roman Empire, with the iron representing the tremendous military might that the Empire possessed.

66. The Roman military was a well disciplined, highly organized, properly outfitted units that understood the nature and purpose of authority, causing them to maintain such a unified organization that none could stand before their might.

67. When a Roman soldier (who initially enlisted for a term of sixteen years) enrolled in legionary service, he swore a solemn military oath (the sacramentum) originally to the Senate and Roman people, later to the general and the emperor, that he would fulfill his conditions of service even to the point of death.

68. Discipline in the army was quite rigorous, the general having life-and-death power over his soldiers.

69. The most lenient sentences, for minor offenses, involved food rationing, hitting by the centurion, or public flogging; more serious offences involved fines, deductions from pay, reductions in rank, or loss of tenure; the most serious offenses, such as desertion, involved immediate execution.

70. The worst punishment of all was decimation, usually applied to a whole cohort, in which every tenth man in the unit was randomly selected to be clubbed or beaten to death by other soldiers.

71. Rome itself was founded in 753 BC, and by 275 BC controlled the majority of the Italian peninsula.  

72. At its most glorious point, it controlled about half of Europe, the northern coast of Africa, and quite a lot of the Middle East until it became too large to effectively rule and the final Roman Emperor was thrown out in 476 AD.

73. In the beginning, ancient Rome was ruled by a series of kings, who were advised by a senate that was made up of the wealthiest families in Rome.

74. Their decisions, and that of the king, were voted on by assemblies comprised of common citizens.

75. The Roman Republic was established in 509 BC after Roman nobles had kicked out the king, but was modeled on the earlier version that had a senate and assemblies that voted on the decisions made by the senate.

76. The biggest change was that in place of the sovereign king, there were two consuls that shared the power, both having equal authority and both with veto power.

77. The consuls were both patricians (members of the oldest and wealthiest families), and served for only one year and were elected by the Centuriate Assembly, a body of 193 representatives.

78. This made the senate the most powerful decision-maker in the roman Republic, controlling the government’s finances, passing decrees, and establishing foreign policy.

79. All this political deterioration made the ruler of Rome a person with far less political might than that possessed by Nebuchadnezzar, whose word was absolute law.

80. For over 500 years the Roman Empire successfully conquered the lands that were ruled by Greece and Medo-Persia, crushing all that got in its way.

2:41 "And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, inamuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay.  {waw + rel.part. yDI that which—Peal pf. 2ms az"x; you have seen—the feet and the toes—prep !mi + 3mp suff. lit. from them, part of them being—m.s.n. @s;x] clay—rel.part. diy which is—m.s.n rx'P, potter-- prep !mi + 3mp suff. lit. from them, part of them being—iron—Peal pf 3fs hw"h; it will become, it will be—Peal pass.part. gl;p. being divided—f.s.n WKl.m;--waw + Peal impf. 3ms hw"h; “it will have”--pref. b + 3fs suff. in the kingdom—prep. !mi + d.a. + f.s.n hB'c.nI toughness or firmness—rel. part. “which”—d.a. + m.s.n. lz<r>P;--yDI lbeq\-lK' forasmuch, inasmuch, because—Peal pf. 2ms. hz"x] to see or behold—d.a. + iron—Pael pass. part. br;[] intensive, being completely mixed up—pref. b + m.s.n. @s;x]—d.a. + m.s.n. !yji 2X, translated “common” but the Hebrew term seems to have the nuance of mud, clay at the bottom of a pond} 
2:42 "And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle.  {waw + f.p.n.const. [B;c.a, a digit, fingers or toes, but the following word dictates that it is toes—d.a. + f.p.n. lg<r,--  prep. !mi + 3m.p. suff. “partly of”—iron—waw + prep. !mi + 3m.p.suff.—m.s.n. @s;x]—prep. !mi + f.s.n. tc'q. 3X, the end, something cut off, a part—d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m;--Peal impf. 3fs. hw"h] it will become or be—f.s.n. @yQiT; 5X, from a root that means to overcome, indicates military strength—waw + prep !mi + 3f.s.suff. from the kingdom, part of it—Peal impf. 3fs hw"h] will be—Peal pass.part. f.s. rb;T. 1X, similar to the Heb. rb;v' to break or shatter, lit. being shattered or broken}   
2:43 "And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine with one another in/by the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery.  {rel.part. ydI when or because, in that—Peal pf. 2ms hz"x] to see or behold—the iron—Peal pass.part. br;[] completely mixed up--pref. b + m.s.n. @s;x]—d.a. + m.s.n. !yji 2X, translated “common” but the Hebrew term seems to have the nuance of mud, clay at the bottom of a pond—Hithpaal part.m.s. br;[]—Peal impf. 3mp hw"h] this construction is used to denote continuous or habitual action—pref. b + m.s.n. [r;z> seed, descendants or offspring—d.a. + m.s.n. vn"a/--waw + neg. al'—Peal impf. 3mp hw"h]—Peal part.m.pl. qbeD> to cleave, adhere or stick, periphrastic, denotes habitual action--hn"D>-~[i hn"D> lit. this with this, “to one another”—demons.particle ahe not translated, “behold”—pref. K + rel.part. diy, like that, in that—the iron—neg. la’ + Hithpaal part.m.s. br;[] does not mix or combine itself—with the pottery} 
Exposition vs. 41-43

1. Everything that is detailed about Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation through verse 40 is historically past and has been fulfilled.

2. The four major world kingdoms that would dominate the world scene during the age of Israel have been noted: Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.

3. It is important to note that the Roman Empire, portrayed by the legs of iron, does not deal with history that was not in the Age of Israel.

4. There is an obvious gap of time between the might of Imperial Rome and the setting up of Messiah’s kingdom in the last days.

5. This gap is the parenthesis in the Age of Israel known as the Church Age, extending from the day of Pentecost, May 24, 33 AD until the day of the rapture, the event that closes this dispensation.

6. The gigantic statue portrays a history of time beginning with Nebuchadnezzar in 600 BC and continues until the latter days, the time that culminates in the Millennial kingdom.  Dan. 2:28

7. While it is true that the Roman Empire continued into the Church Age, it is very clear that the statue does not portray that period because:

a. The Old Testament prophets did not have specific information concerning the Church Age.  IPet. 1:11

b. In 364 A.D. the Roman Empire split politically with the eastern capital at Constantinople and the western capitol at Rome.

c. The Western Empire fell in 476 A.D. while the Eastern Empire continued until 1453 A.D, hardly fulfilling the two legs motif.

8. Therefore, the two iron lower legs do not portray the eastern and western empire during the Church Age; they portray the domination of both east and west by the united empire before Pentecost.

9. Dispensationally, the history depicted by the image falls into the dispensation of Israel only, even though Roman history continued into the Church Age.

10. While these verses (up to verse 40) were prophetic when written, this much of the prophecy has been fulfilled, and it was fulfilled to the letter.

11. When viewed from our vantagepoint, everything up to this point in the interpretation is historical; but from verse 41 and following, we are dealing with future events.

12. The Roman Empire symbolized by the two legs of iron ends with Pentecost, and shifts to its second and final stage as symbolized by the feet and toes composed of a mixture of iron and clay.

13. While the iron-clay/feet-toes stage begins with the last seven years of the Age of Israel (Daniel’s seventieth week, Dan. 9:25-27), and ends with the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, we would logically expect to see the beginnings of this toward the end of the Church age.

14. Things do not historically occur in a vacuum, there are active political, military, economic, governmental events that take history where it is going.

15. All the prophecies about the end-times and the national entities that will be present are now observed to be in place.

a. The nation of Israel, regathered from exile.  Ezek. 36:1-24, 37 (in unbelief); Hosea 6:2

b. Gog/Magog, Russia.  Ezek. 38:1-3; Dan. 7:5

c. Persia/Iran.  Ezek. 38:5

d. Ethiopia. Ezek. 38:5

e. Put/Libya.  Ezek. 38:5

f. Gomer/Germany.  Ezek. 38:6

g. Beth-togarmah/Turkey.  Ezek. 38:6

h. The US.  Rev. 18; Isa. 13, 21, 47; Jere. 50,51

i. The Roman Catholic Church.  Rev. 17

j. Great Britain.  Dan. 7:4

k. The kings of the East.  Dan. 7:6; Rev. 11:13-16

l. The Revived Roman Empire/EEC/EU.  Dan. 2:41-43, 7:7

m. Uniformitarian evolutionists.  IIPet. 3:3-7

n. Religious liberals/higher critics.  IIPet. 2:1-3

o. The general spiritual conditions.  IITim. 3:1-5

p. The proper time frame.  IIPet. 3:8

q. The Laodicean and Philadelphia Church co-existing.  Rev. 3:7-11, 14ff

r. The latter rains, the intensive teaching of the truth by the few.  Jms. 5:7

s. The elite, super-rich bankers.  Jms. 5:1-6

16. Certain things are clearly not in place yet, including the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, and may not be until after the rapture.  Matt. 24:15; IIThess. 2:4

17. The Antichrist, the appearance of Moses and Elijah, and the removal of the current ministry of the Holy Spirit all await the rapture.  IIThess. 2:3, 7-8; Mal. 4:5; Rev. 11:3

18. The advantage that the believer with doctrine possesses is that he can see where history is going from an understanding of the prophetic word and is able to interpret historical trends and events in light of the Word of God.

19. His unbelieving or negative counterpart cannot and does not have this advantage and so, must engage in human speculation with other cosmic types to seek to understand his place in history.

20. Political pundits are always ready to give the ignorant, common man their views on where history is now and where it is headed.

21. However, they are every bit as much in the dark as Nebuchadnezzar was when he received his dream, dependant on divine illumination in order to understand the realities of history.

22. In the image (statue) describing the times of the Gentiles, the prophet deals in a general way with the four successive world empires that hold dominion over Jerusalem; but when dealing with the final Gentile world power of the end times, he becomes very specific.

23. Daniel, under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, spends more time on the feet and toes than he does on the rest of the kingdoms combined.

24. It is once again made clear that the main focus of the prophecy is the end times, culminating as it does with the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.

25. The last Gentile empire is the most inferior of all; it is not even completely metal but comprised of a mixture of iron and clay.

26. Each of the "metallic" kingdoms was a nation with a monarch; the relative strength of the power of the monarch in the various empires was portrayed by the decreasing value of the metals (in each successive kingdom, the king had less and less sovereign power).

27. The final Gentile empire is composed of metal and clay, the empire out of which Antichrist arises and over which he rules.  Dan. 7:7,23,24

28. This final Gentile world government is a ten nation confederacy (as evidenced by the ten toes, Dan 2:44), which is an enigma of contrasting strength and weakness, as symbolized by the mixture of iron and clay.

29. The kingdom is, in fact, a composite of various forms of government including autocracy, democracy, and socialism, all blended into an apparently unified whole.

30. It certainly appears from current history and verse 43 that each of the ten member nations retains its particular form of government and a degree of independence, which ultimately renders the alliance impotent.

31. The presence of the iron indicates that there will be a strong leader with a strong military, while the presence of the clay indicates a fundamental weakness in some of the nations of the alliance.

32. It appears the some of the ten nations will not have the stomach for the tactics of Antichrist and will ultimately be taken out for their weakness.  Dan. 7:24

33. The problem with this kingdom that is militarily strong is that of public opinion, democratic, politically correct types espousing a diversity of viewpoints and thus, neutralizing the true strength of the alliance.

34. Verse 43 provides insight into the origin of the kingdom; it is created by/with/in the seed of men, the kingdom of antichrist is not one nation, but a confederacy of separate nations held together by a human treaty.

35. It is impossible for the various forms of government in Europe to combine into a single strong nation, thus achieving an integrated world order.

36. God sets up kingdoms but He has demonstrated His attitude toward international activities at the tower of Babel.  Gen. 10

37. God does not sponsor this confederacy, composed of ten different nations; it is the work of Satan and will ultimately be destroyed by the stone.

2:44 "And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.  {waw + pref. b + m.p.n.const. ~Ay + 3mp suff.—rel.part. yDI which are, not translated—pron. 3mp + d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--m.s.n. Hl'a/--d.a. + m.dual.n. !yIm;v.—Aphel impf. 3ms ~wq will cause to arise or stand, “set up”—f.s.n. WKl.m;--rel. part. yDI—neg. al' + Hithpaal impf. 3fs lb'x] only occurs in Pael and Hithpaal, probably passive although reflexive in form—pref. l + m.p.n. ~l;[' to the ages—waw + d.a. + f.s.n WKl.m;--neg. al' + Hithpeel impf. 3fs. qb;v.  5X, to leave, to leave alone, to let alone—pref. l + m.s.n. ~[; + m.s.adj. !r'x\a'—Aphel impf. 3fs qq;d>  it will cause to shatter, “it will crush”—waw + Aphel impf. 3fs @Ws to come to an end, to be fulfilled—all these kingdoms—waw + pron. 3fs—Pael impf 3fs mWq will stand, will endure—pref. l + d.a. + m.p.n. ~l;[' antiquity, perpetuity, lit. to the ages}
2:45 "Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true, and its interpretation is trustworthy."  {yDI lbeq\-lK' inasmuch, because—Peal pf. 2ms hz"x; you saw or beheld—rel.part. diy “that” introduces content of dream—m.s.n. d.a. + !b,a,--Ithpeel pf. 3fs rz:G> cut itself out, was cut out—pref. m + d.a. + m.s.n rWj 2X, a mountain—rel.part. yDI + neg. al' that not, which was not—pref. b + f.dual.n. dy:--waw + Haphel pf. 3fs qq;D> it caused to shatter—

the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold—m.s.adj. br;--m.s.n Hl'a/--Haphel pf. 3ms [d;y> has caused to know—pref. l + d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--interr.pron. hm' what—rel.part. –not translated—Peal impf. 3ms hy"h] will become—prep. yrex]a; after—near demons.pron. hn"D> this—d.a. + m.s.n. ~l,xe—waw + m.s.adj. byCiy> certain or true—waw + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. rv;P.—Haphel pass.part. !m;a] lit. to believe or trust in, passive participle=trustworthy}    

Exposition vs. 44-45

1. In relation to the other predicted events, this passage now fixes the exact period in which the millennial kingdom will be established.

2. In the days refers to the historical period in which the final kingdom appears in human history.

3. While the phrase the days of those kings has not been explicitly defined, it is implicit in the divided kingdom, suggesting an amalgamation for the final kingdom as seen in the motif of the ten toes.

4. The ten toes of Daniel 2 correspond to the ten horns of Daniel 7:7 and to the ten horns of Rev. 17:3,12-13.

a. They are portrayed as toes since they are found at the end of history and the statue in Daniel definitely has chronological significance.

b. They are portrayed as horns since horns in the Word of God symbolize the power, dominion, and glory of the leaders of nations.  Cf. Dan. 8:20-22

5. The treaty that established the European Common Market was drafted in Rome on March 25, 1957 and put into action in 1958.

6. This treaty, which was designed to establish the member nations as a single, unified European Community, was originally endorsed by six member nations: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.

7. It has subsequently been endorsed by Denmark, Greece, Spain, Ireland, Portugal, Great Britain and Northern Ireland, resolving to mark a new stage in the process of European integration in the European Communities.
8. The specific goal is the ending of the division of the European continent and the need to create firm bases for the construction of the future Europe.
9. This treaty is designed to confirm the solidarity that binds Europe and the overseas countries and desiring to ensure the development of their prosperity, in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
10. In December 1991, in the small town of Maastricht in the Netherlands, the European Union (EU) established the Maastricht Treaty, which was implemented to give the EU an opportunity to become a political and economic world superpower.

11. The treaty provides for a single European currency, common citizenship, common foreign and security policy, a more effective European Parliament, and a common labor policy.

12. Since all twelve countries above have approved and/or ratified this treaty, its monetary policies have been set in action.

13. Preparation for the Euro (the common currency that started in January, 1999) began several years ago when policymakers decided that a common European currency would be the best way to pull together the continent as a global political and economic power.

14. On the weekend of May 1-3, 1998 eleven member nations of the EU met the economic criteria required by the Maastricht Treaty to join together in a common currency: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.

15. While Greece was the only remaining member that did not meet the economic criteria, the United Kingdom, Sweden, and Denmark did meet it but decided not to join in a currency union at that time.

16. These treaties have laid the groundwork for what we know will ultimately be a confederation of exactly ten member nations that will fulfill the prophecies in Daniel 2.

17. Some have suggested that the EU is actively working towards establishing a common Euro-Mediterranean area of peace, prosperity and stability, thus cooperating with the PLO, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Algeria to create a Free Trade Area.  In fact, Yassar Arafat has urged the EU to get involved in the Palestinian situation.
18. This is the groundwork for the organization that we will refer to the Revived Roman Empire, as the EU seeks to control the basic territory that was controlled by the original Roman Empire.

19. This fits precisely with what we seen in Daniel, with the feet being partly iron (having the might and power or Rome at its height) and partly clay.

20. During the historical time when this alliance is in place, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed.
21. While it is not explicitly stated, all the previous kingdoms were destroyed and each was overpowered and assimilated by the kingdom that followed it.

22. The kingdom that God establishes will not be left for another people, indicating that this kingdom is the final power that will never be defeated or conquered by any other entity.

23. The kingdom that God will establish refers to the Millennial reign of Christ, a kingdom that will never suffer military defeat but will militarily defeat and destroy the Revived Roman Empire at the second advent.  Dan. 2:34; Rev. 14:14-20, 19:11-16

24. Having defeated all Gentile world power at the second advent, the kingdom of Christ will itself endure forever, contrasting it with the human, temporal empires symbolized by the metals in the statue.

25. There is a temporal aspect to the kingdom of Christ, since it lasts for a period of 1000 years on earth; however, this merely sets the stage for the eternal phase of the kingdom in a new heavens and a new earth.  Rev. 20:6, 21:1-2, 22-27, 22:1-5

26. The kingdom is pictured as being a small, insignificant stone that was cut out of the mountain without hands.
27. This accords precisely with what we observe in human history; Jesus Christ appeared as a single man in the ancient world, listened to by few, derided by many, rejected by his peers, and condemned to death by the Jews and Romans.

28. Out of this seemingly insignificant beginning will come the greatest kingdom that the world has ever seen, administrated by the immortal God/man.  Matt. 13:31-32

a. The millennial kingdom is represented by the mustard tree.

b. The seed represents the small and seemingly insignificant beginnings taking place under His ministry at that time.

c. Though the initial appearance of the kingdom may seem inconsequential (like the small stone of Daniel), the tiny seed leads to a comparatively large plant.

d. The seed represents the Word of God.

e. The germination and growth of the seed represents faith in that word.

f. The full-grown mustard tree represents the Millennial kingdom, comprised of all those that have exercised faith in Messiah.

g. The birds are analogous to unbelievers that populate the Millennium, blessed by association with the truth.

h. Application: do not judge the validity of something by its current size.

i. Those that do would have looked with scorn on the early beginnings of Christianity.

29. The stone that destroyed the statue became a great mountain that filled the whole earth--mountains symbolizing greater kingdoms in the prophetic Word of God and hills symbolizing lesser kingdoms.

30. The stone cut without human hands from the mountain (the mountain refers to the eternal kingdom of God and His sovereign rule) is designed to clearly symbolize the fact that this kingdom originates in God rather than in men.

31. It is very important to note that the stone stuck the statue with tremendous impact on its feet and the destruction was not a gradual process, but a sudden catastrophic event in which all Gentile world powers were completely demolished.

32. One would not expect a small stone to be any real threat to the metals in the statue, and especially not a threat to the strength of iron.

33. However, in one glorious, military conquest, Jesus Christ will depose all Gentile world rule and establish His worldwide kingdom.

34. In general, expositors are divided into premillennial and amillennial interpretations of this passage.

a. The amillennial (including most postmillennial views) suggests that the kingdom of God was established at the first advent.

b. They state that the image will be destroyed by the church in the succeeding centuries, culminating in the reign of Christ.

c. However, in view of the very accurate portrayal of the preceding kingdoms represented in the image, it is natural to conclude that the feet/toes stage is still future and unfilled.

d. There is no evidence, even after almost 2000 years of church history, that the church has conquered the world for God.

e. As one interpreter has so eloquently stated, “Smashing is not salvation, crushing is not conversion, destroying is not delivering, and pulverizing is not the same as purification.”
35. The fact that the Gentile kingdoms are reduced to debris that is likened to chaff is quite appropriate since that is a consistent figure in the Bible for the ungodly as they are dealt with in judgment.  Ex. 15:7; Ps. 1:4; Isa. 17:13; Mal. 4:1; Matt. 3:12

36. The allusion to the summer is equally appropriate since that term is analogous to the time of the millennial kingdom.  Dan. 2:35; Matt. 24:32

37. That passage makes it clear that the appearance of the fig tree is a sign of the approaching Millennium.  See Doctrine of the Fig Tree
38. Daniel refers to God as the great God; a phrase that is only used three times in the Word of God and only during the period of history that witnessed the exile and return of the Southern Kingdom.  Ezra 5:8; Neh. 8:6  This is a further proof that Daniel was writing before 516 BC.
39. Daniel informs Nebuchadnezzar that the great God has chosen to communicate this revelation to him, graciously providing the king the knowledge of the future, in which he had been so interested.

40. The natural response would have been to honor and glorify the God that had seen fit to impart such information to men.

41. In concluding his speech to Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel reaffirms the absolute certainty of the fulfillment of the dream, stating again that this interpretation comes from God Himself.

42. Taken as a whole, this dream indicates not only that God is in sovereign control of human history, but it also assures the ultimate rule of the God/man on planet earth.  Dan. 7:13-14

2:46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to him an offering and fragrant incense.  {pref. b + adv. !yId;a/ in that, then—the king, Nebuchadnezzar—Peal pf. 3ms lp;n> fell—prep. l[; + m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. @n:a]—waw + Peal pf. 3ms. dgIs. 11X, to worship, to give homage—pref l + Daniel—waw + Peal pf. 3ms. rm;a] he said, he gave orders—pref. l + Pael inf.const. %s;n> 2X, to present an offering or sacrifice in honor of someone, used of God and men—pref. l + 3ms suff.—f.s.n. hx'n>mi an offering, a present—waw + m.p.n. x;AxynI 2X, that which is soothing or tranquil, that which is acceptable} 
2:47 The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery."  {answered the king to Daniel and said—prep. !mi + m.s.n. jvoq. lit. from the truth, truly, surely—rel.part. diy, not translated—m.s.n. + 2mp suff. Hl'a/--3ms pron. used as copula—God of gods—waw + m.s.n. arem' 4X, lord, used of men and God, boss, master—of kings—waw + Peal part. m.s.--m.p.n. zr'  a secret, a mystery, LXX uses musterion to translate—rel.part. diy=because, since—Peal pf. 2ms lkiy>--pref. l + Peal inf.const. hl'G>--near demons. hn"D>--m.s.n. zr'}
2:48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.  {adv. !yId;a/--the king—Pael pf. 3ms. hb'r> 5X, to be great, cognate noun means a leading officer NJB “conferred rank”—pref. l =s.d.o.—Daniel—waw + Peal pf. 3ms. bh'y>--pref. l + 3ms suff.—f.p.adj. ayGIf; great, much, many—f.p.adj. br; great, expensive, elaborate—f.p.n. an"T.m; gifts—Haphel pf. 3ms. + 3ms suff jl;v. to cause one to have power or dominion, to cause one to rule over—prep. l[;--

m.s.n.const. lKo—f.s.n.const. hn"ydIm. district or province –Babel—waw + m.s.n. br; great, “chief”—m.p.n. !g:s. governor, prefect—prep. l[;--m.s.n.const. ~yKix; wise men of—Babel}
2:49 And Daniel made request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel was at the king's court.  {waw + Daniel—Peal pf. 3ms. a['B. to make request, to petition—from the king—Pael pf. 3ms. hn"m. normally, to count or number, in Pael, to appoint—pref. l + Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego—prep. l[;--d.a. + f.s.n. hd'y[]'I the verb means to make, do, or perform, this noun has the sense of that which is done, “administration”—rel.part. yDI which—province of Babel—and Daniel—pref. b + m.s.n. [r;T. 3X, lit. the door or gate—d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,} 

Exposition vs. 46-49

1. Once Nebuchadnezzar had heard the dream, he knew that Daniel had insight that no one else had in his kingdom.

2. No one had been able to recount the dream, and only Nebuchadnezzar knew the content and thus, knew that Daniel was absolutely accurate.

3. Logically, since Nebuchadnezzar knew that Daniel had not fabricated the dream, he would have had a great deal of confidence in the fact that Daniel had not fabricated the interpretation.

4. The immediate impact on the king caused him to prostrate himself before Daniel in an act of worship.

5. While it is true that falling down on the earth before a man is a mark of honor and respect (ISam. 20:41. 25:23), the Aramaic term dgIs. (seghidh), like its Hebrew counterpart, is used only of divine homage or worship.  Isa. 44:15,17,19; Dan. 3:5,6,28

6. To the Babylonian king, Daniel appeared as a man in whom the gods had chosen to manifest themselves; therefore, he accords him divine honors.

7. After falling prostrate before Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar ordered that divine worship be given to him by the presentation of an offering and fragrant incense.
8. The first term is translated by various versions as offering, oblation, a present or a gift.
9. The nuance of the term is a religious sacrifice offered to one that is perceived as being divine, or a divine representative.

10. The second thing Nebuchadnezzar ordered was that they present a soothing aroma to Daniel by burning incense before him.

11. Both actions were a regular feature of the true worship of God as well as being part of the sacrificial system of worship in other religions.  Ex. 30:7-9

12. Nebuchadnezzar was an unbeliever that viewed Daniel as someone that represented the gods, and he honored him as he would have honored anyone that represented any of the gods in whom he believed.

13. This type of activity is typical of those without understanding and we observe it in several other places in the Bible.  Acts 10:25, 14:13

14. In fact, John the apostle was so carried away with the magnitude of the revelations he received, he actually began to offer worship to an angel, which was immediately stopped.  Rev. 19:10, 22:8-9

15. God is the only One worthy of worship, do not get your eyes on men or angels, who are only His servants.

16. While it is not explicitly stated, we may rightly infer from the first clause of verse 47 that Daniel did not accept these things, pointing out that God was the only one worthy of worship.

17. This accounts for Nebuchadnezzar’s response and his acknowledgement of the fact that Daniel’s God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries.
18. It is ironic that an unbeliever is able to articulate the supreme nature of God, expressing himself in language found in other parts of the Bible.  Deut. 10:17; Ps. 136:2; Dan. 11:36

19. However, lest anyone be too impressed, the nuance of His comment is that God is just one of many gods, although He may be superior in some ways.

20. The title a Lord of kings is designed to say that Nebuchadnezzar claims to understand that God is the ultimate sovereign that provided him with his kingdom.  Dan. 2:37

21. Daniel pointed out to Nebuchadnezzar that he was merely a man and that he would not take any honor or credit for something that God had provided in His grace.  Dan. 2:28,30

22. He acknowledged that he was merely a servant of the Most High God and any honor or respect should go to Him.

23. In response to these events, Nebuchadnezzar determined to fulfill the word he had previously spoken and promoted Daniel to a high office in his kingdom and bestowed many elaborate and expensive gifts on him.  Dan. 2:6

24. While Nebuchadnezzar was the secondary cause of Daniel’s blessing and promotion, God was the primary cause, rewarding Daniel for his faithfulness to His plan.

25. This is consistent with the principle found in Luke 6:38 and we rightly teach that God will provide Ph2 blessings for those that are faithful to Him.

26. We also encourage believers to pursue God and His plan, Divine good production and SG3, NOT PH2 PROSPERITY, waiting for God to provide the blessings as He sees fit.

27. Since the kings of Babylon were famous for their lavish gifts, and since Nebuchadnezzar was the richest, most powerful ruler of his day, the many expensive gifts that he lavished on Daniel made Daniel independently wealthy.

28. Secondly, he was promoted as a man of power, ruler over the province of Babylon, something along the lines of governor of the province.

29. The fact that Nebuchadnezzar appointed Daniel as a civil governor of the entire capital province, a post of highest importance in the political structure, was incredibly noteworthy.

30. Normally, this position would be reserved for a Chaldean nobleman, a member of the master race of Babylon.

31. For a Jew from the captivity to be so honored was unprecedented and shows how much his intelligence and integrity had impressed Nebuchadnezzar.

32. As we have seen, the wise men of Babylon were divided into various classes, based on their principal function, but Daniel was made president over them all.

33. Therefore, Daniel is blessed with the two things that most men spend their lives trying to achieve: money and power.

34. However, Daniel pursued neither money nor power, he pursued the plan of God for his life, according to his understanding of doctrine and God pursued him with blessing.

35. Daniel did not forget his three friends during his time of prosperity and promotion, he requested that Nebuchadnezzar place then in positions of authority in the province of Babylon.

36. The chief ruler in the province had a number of officers in the province to administrate the various branches of the government, and it was to these offices that Daniel got his friends appointed.

37. This allowed him to remain at the right-hand of Nebuchadnezzar, conducting his administrative responsibilities in the king’s court.  Lit. at the door/gate of the king.
38. Thus we see Daniel, the obscure Jewish captive, who could have been just like the majority of the captives that compromised, refusing to compromise his doctrine and, as a result, being promoted to the place of great honor and power.

39. This demonstrates the principle that God delights in taking the small, insignificant things of this world and using them to advance His plan, bringing honor and glory to Himself at the same time.  IISam. 7:18ff; ICor. 1:26-29
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